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turbanee in the department, and that cer-
tainly is a credit not only to the vcry abie
engineer and. organiser, Air. Tindale,
bat also to Mr. Glendinning, the highly
efficient secretary. With regard to the
additional money available for trans-
port services, I do not know whether
thle ivnister has yet made up his
mind how that money will be spent, but I
would like to draw his attention to the fact
that there has lately been a great deal of
correspondence between the British Medical
Association and the road boards of the State
in regard to the provision of acrodrunacs inl
country districts. Where the land for thie
aerodromne is taken fromt Crown lands, it
will present no financial difficulty, bitt fre-
qiienitly land has to be purchased for Such
purposes, either from the Agricultural Banik
or fromn some private owner. I would Sug-
g-est to the Mlinister and members generally
that it -would be proper to spend somle Of
that mnoney in assisting roDad hoards faced
wvith the need of buying land for this pur-
pose. I do not know that I am called upon
to say anything further in regard to the Bill
other than to intimate that I find it very
acceptable, and havc pleasure in supporting
thle second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

in Committee.

Hill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and the
ren~ort adopted.

House adjourned at 9.53 p.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p~m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-TENDER BOARD FORKS.
Clause Relating to Unionists.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chiell
Secretary: 1, Did thc Government Tendet
Board, at a duly constituted meeting, inseri
in the tender form the clause making il
obligatory on tile part of tenderers that all
their emiployees should be financial mnm
hers of a registered unionf 2, If not, wieic
Government Department was responsible foi
the insertion of sucht obligation? 3, Did th(
Crown Law Department draft the clause,
4, If so, under whose inst-ructions 1 5, Cat
the Minister explain thle difference hetweer
a registered union and a recognised union'
6, If so, how?

The CHIEF SECRETA8RY replied: 1,2
3, 4, The position in regard to this matter ha!
already been mnade clear inl reply to previon
questions in both HRouses. Any subsequen
action taken by the Tender Board was; no
referred to the Government. 5, Yes. 6, Al
unions are not registered, and, in Sonic cases
unregistered unions have agreements wit]
tile Govecrnmnent, and are therefore recog
ntised.

QUESTION--STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE.

Industrial Diseases and Accident
Sections.

Hon. C. G. ELLIOTT asked the Chie
Secretary: 1, What was; the accumulate
profit or loss mnade by the State Jonsurane
Office, in its operations, since its ineeptioi
to 30th June, 1937, ini respect of (a) in
dustrial diseases section; (b) accident sec
tion? 2, 'Whatt was the total amount paii
into Consolidated Revenue from the induE
trial diseases section to 30th June, 1937?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1.
(a) The excess of premiums over payments
is £365,042 7s. Id. This amount is not a
profit, but a reserve to meet outstanding and
expected claims. (b) £32,972 Os, 1d., from
which must he met outstanding claims. 2,
£145,000.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Eleventh Day-Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson-West) [4.36]: As usual, hon. mem-
bers have exercised their right to speak to
the motion before the House; and in doing
so they have touched on many points affect-
ing, in particular, the electorates which the
respective members represent. Some of those
points have been informative, but I am
afraid that in quite a number of eases the
criticism which has been levelled at the Gov-
ernment can only be described as ill-in-
formed. I do not think members will expect
that I shall deal with every point that has
been raised during the debate, more parti-
cularly in view of the fact that almost every
member of the House has exercised the right,
which is his, to deal with every and any
subject he thinks fit on a, motion of this
kind. At the same time I do feel that I
should deal, to the best of my ability, with
the more important questions which have
been raised; and in that category I would
place the criticism of the financial policy
of the Government, especially in regard to
expenditure. Various members, led by .3r_
Baxter, have criticised the Government from
that aspect. Mr. Baxter said-

The drift of the State's finances is becoming
more serious every'1 year. A reckless state of
affairs exists. The wild orgy of borrowing all
the money possible. the yearly increases in
taxation, andi tbe extravagant expenditure can
only end in a inure serious and far-reaching
period of straitened circumstances than the
financial. crisis of 19:10-33.

The hon. member may honestly believe what
he says, but I would suggest that in making
those remarks he himself was greatly astray.
He also uttered a prophecy which we have
heard from other members in previous ses-
sions, that if we continue to raise loan money
for development of the State and for other
Purposes, sooner or later we shall reach a
stage where it will not be possible for this

country to carry on. The first question I
would like to ask Mr. Baxter is, bow is it
possible to develop a State such as Western
Australia purely from revenue? The ans-
w~er which be would be compelled to give
would be that it is hardly possible un-
less we are prepared to increase our
taxation to a stage which would be consid-
ered unreasonable by the majority of the
people at the present time. Mr. Baxter, of
course, like other members has suggested
that the present Government have in-
creased taxation, whereas he wvould be more
correct if be said that wve had received
mnore from certain forms of taxation than
we have received previously. Nevertheless.
he makes the definite statement that we
have increased taxation. Therefore. so far
as that criticism is concerned, T propose in
my remnarks to show, as far as I can, that
the statements which have been made, while
they may express the views held by hon,
members, are not strictly in accordance
with the facts of the ease. Mir, Baxter,
wvent a little further than criticising the
Government on the points I have men-
tioned. He suggested that we were spend-
ing more money in the metropolitan area
than we should be, and that there -was room
for considerable increase in expenditure,
especially loan expenditure, in country
areas. Other hon. members, too, raised the
same question; and therefore any remarks,
I have to make on that issue will apply to.
those other members. The criticisms I re-
fer to took the form mostly of generalisa-
tions, directed at the Government for
what one hon. member termed a policy
which gave very little consideration to the
producing interests. In that particular con-
nection Mr. Baxter said the Government
expenditure dluring the past few years had
been directed mainly towards influencing
political popularity. He went on to say
that the major portionL of the loan expen-
diture was being spent in the metropolitan
area, as I have already indicated. But later
on he was a little more definite, for he
said-

The State Government's only aim is to) use
all funds in congested areas, where the political
power exists, especially amongst the indus-
trialists on whom they rely for their political
-;upputt.

I suggest that that is just another attempt
to raise the old cry of town versus country.
Tn this instance, however, the hon. member
has. T think, -without due consideration or
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inquiry into the facts, preferred
tantamount to a charge of co
against the present Administratio
analysis of the loan expenditure
that 31r. Baxter's statements aree
not in accordance with the facts.
brought here figures relating to ti
years ended the 30th June, 1936,
the lion, member in his speech qu
same years, and gave figures which,
of interjection at one stage or an
suggested did not disclose all fli
During those three years our loan
tore, exclusive of that on
amounted to £7,184,9315. Of this
£3,223,000 was expended on watei
and sewerage-il ,770,000 in the in
tan a-rea and £C1,431,000 in other
A further sum of £1,115,000 was
assistance, to agriculture, under thi
igeains:

Assistance to settlers, etc.
Agricultural Rank (working

capital1) .. ..

Soldier settlement
Group settlement

454
121

474

2151

Siuits of £403 000 and £161,000
sorbed, respectively, by forestry ant
the latter comprising expenditure
lopmnent, and the erection of StateI
Amounts, totalling £C471,000 were
on roads and bridges in country a
fields districts, including feeders for
and grants to local authorities,. Ti
harbours and] rivers, I find that 41
period under review, out of a total4
of £852,'000 some £508,000 was
outside the metropolitan area. Wi
to loan expenditure on public huil
accounts disclose that during the th
I have mentioned the total aiom
£289,000, the respev-tive figures fi
politan and other districts being
and £103,000. Also workers home
abattoirs £60,000, tramwavs L11,00'
city £487,000, represent furthrr s.
eated to the metropolitan area. Thi
comprising Miscellaneous, totals £.36
hero expenditure in the metro)ol
amounted to £25),000. Thus, exein
wars we find that of a total loan ex
of £7,184,000, £C4,221,000 was spell
country, and £2,963,000 in the mel
area. I think those figures-I mu
gise for quoting so many figures-
that the stricture-, levelled by the hi

what is member at the Governiment while, as I say,
rruption he might believe them, are not quite correct,
a. An and that the figures he quoted required quite
discloses a lot of qualification and addition in order
~ertainly that the actual facts might be presented to

I have the House. Over the same period loan ex-
hie three p~enditulre on railways was £E727,440, nearly
because all of which was 'expended on additions and

oted the improvements to existing railways in country
by way districts. 'It will he seen therefore that dur-

iother, I ing the period under -review over 60 per cent.
e f acts. of our loan expenditure has been in districts
expendi- outside the metropolitan area. I might say
railways, in that regard that on account of the limited

amount expenditure in the metropolitan area during
r supply last year the corresponding figures for
etropoli- 1.936-37 show a higher percentage of ex-
diStncetS. peniditure in the country as compared with
spent in the expenditure in temtooia ra
e follow- These figures show that the statements made

by the hon. member to the effect that
£ the bulk of expenditure from loan funds was

6,76-2 being lavished in the metropolitan area
9,74.5 "amongst the industrialists" are entirely

5,000 without basis. I do not propose to retra-
1,957 verse the various3 figures adduced by Mr.
1,596 Baxter in support of his contention that

vere ab- very little consideration has been given to
Imining, the producingr industry over the past few
on dere- years- Members may recall that those
batteries. figures purported to show that the sum total
expended of Government assistance to primary pro-
nd gold- duction for the three years 1933-34 to
railways 1935-36 amounted to only E15566,000.

arning to The bon. member's figures are arithinieti-
urig the cally correct insofar as they relate to loan
allocation contingencies, but unfortunately their value
expended as a guide to the actual assistance given to
th regard producers by the Government is somewhat
liugs, the vitiated by reason of the complete omission
ree years; of all items not included in loan expenditure.
inted to For example the boa- member has taken
)r metro- no cognisancec fepniuefo h

11600Revenue Fund. During 1935-36 the following
£ 70,000, payments were made from Revenue to assist

0, electri- primary industries-
Uis anlo-
s balance,
i.000, and
litan area
ding rail-
penditnre
it in the
tropolitan
st apolo-
-do show

onourahie

Wheat cartage sulbsidies-
C'artnge of ore subsidies
Drought relief
Lasses on rep urchaused estates

f

* 18,647
48,0--0

*.14,627

£ 89,174

Last year on accountt of the prolongation of
the drought, thme total corresponding pay-
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meats were substantially increased as
follows.-

Wheat cartage subsidies .. 7,252
Cartage of ore subsidies . .. 16,033
Drought relief .. . 1. 61,520
Losses on repurchased estates .. 40,313

£225,118

Then again another matter which has re-
ceived scant acknowledgement from mem-
hers dealing with the question is that pro-
ducers have benefited considerably since 1935
through the reduction in railway freights.

Hon, E. H. HT. Hall: Railway freights
were not reduceed on the Midland Railway,
-were they?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I1 will show
the lion. memlber the reason for that later.
It has4 been calculated on the basis of traffic
actually carried that, during 1936-37, these
rebates on the State railways amounted in
the aggregate to nearly £200,000. Other
assistance also has been given to primary
industry by way of debts written off, re-
funds; by the Agricultural Bank, approvals
under the Industries Assistance Board, sus-
pension of arrears in respect of repurchased
estates, remission of pastoral rents and so
on. I should like members to take particu-
ltr note of the figures 1 am going to give
to the House. I know that the same old
arg-ument could again be put forward as
has i"'un used onl previous occasions in this
Hous;e, namiely, that the writing-off of debts
is the writing-off of money that the Govern-
mtent never had, Attempts hare been made
in the past to vitiate the Government's
policy by statements of that kind. In con-
nlection with debts written off by the Agri-
cultural Bank during the three years ended
the 30th June, 1937 . I find that in the ag-
gregate these amounted to £3,297,909. Of
this sum £637,431 was in respect of amounts
due to the Bank; £387,459 in respect of the
Soldiers' Settlement Schemne, while amounts
written off in connection with the Industries
Assistance Board totalled £566,398. The
balance-£l,716,621 - comprised amounts
written off under group settlement. Tuirn-
incx to debts written off by the Lands De-
partment, records show that these totalled
£C254,731, so that in all no less than
£3 552,640 of indebtedness lias been cleared
off the slates of the primary producers by
the Lands; Department and the Agricultural
B-vrlh in the last threv years. A, regards

the Lands Department, debts written off
wvere as follows:

£E
Repurehased estate leases--am-

ounts written off . .. 121,404
Repriced conditional purchase

leases -amounts written off . . 98,299
Pastoral leases-rents remiitted

under Act of 1936 .. I .. 35,028

Total £254,731

I might also add that the Water Supply
Department during the same period have
written off an amiount of £34,077 owing on
account of wvater rates. The Lands Depart-
mnent have granted valuable concessions to
both repurchaszed estate and conditional
purchiase lessees. Thus, arrears of dues
onl repurchased estate leases amnounting to
£249,212 as at the 30th June, 1930, have
been 5c151)cldcd for three years, while a asum
of £147,167 repirvsenting arrears of rents on
C.P. leases has been eapitalised over the
balance of the leasehold tern. I mnention
those items because they all have a bearing
onl the financial position. M1ortgagees of the
Agricultural Bank have been refunded
£108,473 during the last three years to help
tide them over a period of difficulty, Then
again, approvals under the Industries
Assistance Board during 1935-36 and 1936-
37 amounted to £,05,631, while wire netting-
payments to the Commonwealth in excess of
reeipts from settlers, have totalled £20,221
over thme last three years. lIn mentioning
those amiounts in that way, I realise that
perhaps, it will be difficult for memibers to
appreciate the full significance of those
items in so far as the financial policy of the
State is concerned. It will be extremely diffi-
cult for them, unless they have the figures
in front of them, to appreciate the fact that
it is all part of our finance, year by year.
So I have had supplied to nip a taubulated
digest, if I mnay* so call it, of Loan expendi-
ture and so onl. dealing with these phases of
the subject. Whiin I do. not propose to read
all those lignre;, I do propose to give the
H-oust, the main points of thenm, and then to
mnake the comparison I have already referred
to. In this summary of Loan expenditure
for the period 19:34 to 1937 1 should like
niCh~lers to take nte of the figures dealing
with water supplies other than in the metro-
politan area. lt 1933-34, £470,730 was
spent, in 1934-3.5 the amiount was £512,469,
in 1935-36 it wa; i:470,2'21, and in 1936-37
the amiount was £,509,206.
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Hon. L. Craig: Does that include irriga-
tion works?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It deals with
most water supplies in the country, such
as country town supplies, supplies in agri-
cultural areas, goldfields water supplies,

sokroute supplies, and supplies on the
eastern goldfields, the Murchison goldfields,
and other fields, all beingc outside the metro-
politan area. Under the heading of "agri-
culture," incluiding the development of
agriculture, assistance to settlers, Indus-
tries Assistance Board for the assistance of
industries, primarvy and secondary, Agricul-
tural Bank, soldier settlement and group
settlement, in the years I have quoted the
figures are £!7.30,628, £C237,140, £127,292, and
£C101,004. Under the heading of mining,
development of mining, and erection of
State batteries, the figures are £74,166,
£-59,682, £27,168, and £20,550 in the respec-
tive years. Under the headings of forestry,
roads and bridges, harbours and rivers,
railways, public buildings, country schools,
gaols, Cave House, metropolitan schools and
public buildins; generally, -workers' homes
and] miscellaneous, and the building of a
new ship for the State Shipping Service, I
have not the totals here. Under the head-
ing of metropolitan area, Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage,
Ahattoirs, Tramways and Electricity the
figures are £C395,926. £3942,475, £1,095,788,
and £C850,830 in the respective years. InI
addition, the following expenditure to assist
primary industries was made from revenuie
during the years 193-5-1930 and 1936-1937,
namely £89,174 and E205,118 respectively.
It will be found on examination that these
figures-Treasury figures-disclose an en-
tn-ely different state of affairs fromt that
which Mr. Baxter and other members would
lead the House to believe existed. Sum-
niarising the figures we find that assist-
ancee given to primary industries dim-
ing the three years ended the 30th June
last, comprising debts written off on re-
purchased estate leases (active leases), C.
leases; repriced, amounts written off pasto.
ral leases, rents, remitted under the Act of
1936, represents a sum of £E254,731. Tinder
the heading of Agricultural Bank, the
amomnt wri tten off was £6,37,431, soldier
settlement scheme written off ;E38459,
group settlement written off £1 ,716,621, and
Industries Assistance 'Board written ft
£C536,308, a total of £C3,297,909. Under the

heading of Water Supply Department
(Country), the water rates written Off
amouinted to £34,077. Under the heading of
Lands Department, repurchased estate
leases, arrears to 30th June, 1936, sus-
pended for three years amounted to
£249,212, and C.P. leases, arrears of
rent eapitalised over balances of terms,
£147,167. Under the heading of Ag-
ricultural Bank, to Assist Settlers inM
carrying on for the last three financial
years, the following assistance has. been
granted:-Direct refunds 1934-35 £54,465,
1935-36 £22,056, 1936-37 £31,952, a total
of £E108,473; and approvals under the In ,-
dustries Assistance Board, nil in the firit
year, £C103,947 in the nest year, and
£201,684 in 1936-37, a total of £E305,631.
Wire netting payments to the Comnnidn-
wealth in excess of receipts from settlers
(total £-51,942) for three years amounted to
£20,221, giving a total of £4,417,421
for the items I quoted. In addi-
tion, certain indulgences had to be
taken into consideration, such as arrears of
rent, interest, and water rates outstanding.
In the case of the Lands Department, land
rents owing to the 30th June last (ex Repat-
riation estates suspended for three years),
the figure is £593,744. In the ease of the
Agricultural Bank, the interest owing to
the 30th June last on "active"' holdings
(interest on "'reverted" holdings £758,298
not included), the amount is £1,205,068, and
in the ease of the Water Supply Depart-
meat (Country) the amount is £171,862,
giving a grand total of £6,390 095. I have
quoted these figures in some detail be-
cause they all represent money on
which the Government have to find in-
terest every year. No matter what our
revenue may be, or what ottr loan
programme may be, we have to find
interest on that capital. Taking the approx-
imate interest whic-h has to hbe found on,
the money at the rate of 4%/ per cent., it
ap~pears that the amount involved is
£:279,562. This is a most important figure,
particularly when we consider that the total
received from income taxation last year was

tha t83he39 This is ju~st a few pounds; more
ahnth mount which has to be found by

the Governmnent every year on moneys wliich
have been written off or advanced to pri-
marv industrv. When members are critical
of th Government as to what they have done
to assist primary industries, and critical
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concerning the moneys spent in the country
comp)ared with that spent in the metropoli-
tan area, it is only right they should know
the facts, and take into consideration what
the policy of previous Governments meant
to the present Government, or any Govern-
ment which comes after. Until these loans
have been repaid, we shall have to meet our
interest obligations oil the money. The
X279,562 ha's to he met every year on monley
which is not bringing in any revenue, and
certainly represents a big burden to face
before we can provide any other money out
of the finances of the particular year to
assist primary industries or engage in de-
v'elopmnent work generally. I wish to give
some information concerning Government
assistance uin the country, in a manner that
probably mnenmbers have not had before.
For instance, Government assistance to the
mining industry in the past three years is
as follows:

Dig Bell Railway: Construction at a cost of
£,57,000, thus assisting greatly in the estab-
lishment of this large low-grade mine, and the
employment of several hundred mecn.

Memblers will surely Agree that this expen-
diture w~as justified. Over the years it will
mean added revenue to the Government in
manny ways, beside ensuring that a large
number of men shall have constant employ-
mnent for a number of years.

Hon. G. W. Miles: A good] investment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: With regard
to -State Batteries--

During the past three years the Governmient
have increased the size of the Kalgoorlie and
Grit Bandla batteries, and rebuilt the Coolgardie
and [jarerton batteries. They bare also re-
newed and extended practically' all their other
plants, expending on such alterations s ice
1934 the sum of £,52,000.

Holt. J. Cornell: State Batteries are pay-
ing their way.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am merely
pointing out that this money has been ex-
pended in the interests of primiary indurstry.
Whether it comes out of the revenue de-
rived from State Batteries, froni Loan
funds, or from other sources, is beside the
point.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is, from your point
of view.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It should
be, from the point of view of every member.
If the wishes of all members who have

spoken to the motion were given effect to,
drastic alterations w%,old hare to be made
concerning the nioney spent on necessary
services, or we wouldi have to increase our
loan expenditure to some unheard-of pro-
portion. I take it that members who have
been critical fromt the point of view of
what money has been spent in their parti-
cular areas having been less than they
would have liked to see, would not niind
what else wvent short so long as their wishes
wlere complied with. Theyr must realise that
all demands made up~oni the Government
fromt tinre to time fvrm all electoral pro-
vinces would, if given effect to, mean in-
creased taxation which the community could
not bear. Further Government assistance
was given as follows:-

Northern Australian geological and geophy-
sical srvev: In collaboration with the Corn-
nionwerrlth and Queensland Governments, the
Government Ihas expended £37,500 onl thre sur-
rey of time North and North-West of the State
during the past three years. This has proved
of great benefit to the mining industry.

I am inclined to think we are not in at posi-
tion at the mtomenit to ap~preciatte the value
of the work done, but in years to come the
results will be refleeted in the mining indus-
try, and soonepr or- Inter the State will obtain
the benefit of the expenditure of the money.

Prospecting: The Goverinment have continued
their prospecting scheine, and during the past
few years have assisted several thousand men,
manly of irhoin haove inade good.

In viewv of the value of this to the ruining
industry, I am sure that members repre-
senting miininmg constituencies wvould not dis-
courage expenditure in that direction.

In additionr, time usual developmental assist-
oice, enirtage subsidies, etc., have been conr-
tinned.

I hope this will be accepted as a reply to
those miembers representing mining consti-
tuencies; who have been somewhat critical
of the finanicial policy of the Government.
Iii riliilitig cenltres water supply branch
na ins haive been laid to Norseman, Grat
Bandia ard lit. Palmer, an ridosnins have been
vnla rgcl to Bulfinch, Marvel Loch and Bar-
bidge. There is another comparisonr I should
like to make before 1 leave the subject of
finance, and it has reference to agricultural
development losses, for thn' year 1936-37,
a very inmportant abilject. The statement
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which I have discloses the figures as fol-
lows:-

AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT LOSSES,
19308-37.

Capital
charge*

(Interest. Net De-
S inidug Zarnings. ficiency.

Fund and
Exchange).

9 f, S
Agricultural Ban..........318,498 64,125 254,373
Industries Assistance Board D3,867 17,706 78,181
Soldiers' Settlement 283,65 130,407 1M8,246
Group Settlement.......244,32D 17,700 -228,651
Rabbit-proor Fence 15,235 -13,832 20,087
Agricultural Development,

generally........141,445 14,074 127,371

Total . 1097,033 £230,240 £886,780

Financial Emergency Tax ... £71,372

The amiount. received from the financial
emergency tax, as the table shows, was
£971,372, and the deficiency the State had to
meet in regard to agricultural development
losses totalled £866,000.

Hon. L.A Craig: That will not be a recur-
ring loss.

The CIEF SECRETARY: It will vary
from year to year. If we have an experi-
ence next year simiflar to that of last year, 1I
suppose the loss 'will he the some.

Hon. L.. Craig: But last season was excep-
tional.

The CHIF SECRETARY: Of course if
we encounter another bad season, we shall
again have to face a similar loss. All this
has to bear on the finances of the State for
the past year, and I have made the compari-
son so that we might know the facts, and
when we know them, we can criticise, bearing
in mind the significance of the figures. Id
not say that the figures I have quoted include
evePrything; they do not include, for instance,
the Wyndham Meat Works, on which there
was a loss last year and, in fact, on -which
there bus been a loss for many years. The
rea.,on for the non-inclusion of those works
is that we do not charge interest and sinking
fund against the operation of the works,
and, consequently, the Government have to
find anything between £C40,000 and £70,000
every year even when the works are operat-
ing. There are also other minor items which
could be included, these increasing the
total and bringing it approximately to the
sum that was received last year from the
financial emergency tax. In submitting
these figures, I feet that the Government are
entitled to take credit for having expended
[he amount of money they have done in

country districts in the development of parti-
cular industries and the assistance rendered
to various sections of our primary industries.
It is thus shown conclusively that there is
no room for the rather caustic criticism
levelled at the Government from time to time
when we are obliged to say that we arc not
in a position to give all the assistance that is
sought and certainly not in the potsition to
give all the assistance we would like to
render. There are limitations imposed upon
the Government as a result of the policy of
previous Administrations with regard to the
development of the State and it is pertinent
for me to Yrmark, while dealing with this
particular subject, that it is just as well to
lot our critics here and in the Eastern States,
more particularly when referring to the ques-
lion of the Commonwealth grant and so on,
recognise that we have difficulties in this
State which do not exist in the snore de-
veloped States of the East, The policy
of this Government wvill continue to be
based on the desire to assist our primary in-
dustries to the best Of OUr ability and as
quickly as possible, but I am afraid I have to
admit that the financial outlook is such that
it is difficult to sayv whether it will he pos-
sible for this, or indeed any other Govern-
ment to do more than the present Govern-
mnut have done during the last year or two.
The figures speak for themselves and cer-
tainly cannot be questioned. In the course of
Mr. Baxter's speech that hononrable mem-
ber referred to the allocation of license fees
to the Commissioner of Main Roads for ex-
penditure in the metropolitan area. Mr.
Baxter emphasised that lCtheso funds should
be diverted to the agricultural districts, the
roads through which are extensively Used by
people who pay their license in the metropo-
litan area." He also added that money wvas
needed for the country districts, while an
annual expenditure of somne £40,000 in the
metropolitan area was no longer warranted.
Then he continued-

II desire it to he understood that my criti-
cism is directed towards the financial policy
which does not assist the agricultural districts.-

I fie not quite understand how the hon. mem-
ber relates his strictures in this regard to
expenditure made by the Main Roads Board
under the statutory provisions of the Traffic
Act and the MHain Roads Act.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The Act would have
to be amended.
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Th- CHfIEF SECRETARY: It will be re-
called that under the provisions of the 'Main
Roads Act, all local authorities both metro-
politan and country, were required to con-
tribute from their traffic collections towards
the funds, of the Main Roads Board. Those
,contributions agigregated half the expendi-
tare incurred by the board in any one year
on the construction and maintenance of
main roads. The proportion of such ex-
penditure contributed by the local authori-
ties was subsequently altered, but in 1932
the Act w-as amended, and the local authori-
ties outside the metropolitan area were en-
tirely relieved of their obligation to con-
tribute towards the cost of the main roads.

Hon. 11. Turkey: And they appreciated
that, too.

The CHIEF SECRETAR(Y: Yes. That
is overlooked by 'Mr. Baxter. The position
'now is that the local authorities collet
their own fees, whereas in the metropolitan
area the collections arc made by the police
and paid into the metropolitan traffic trust
account. Under the 1932 Mfain ]Roads
Amendment Act, 22 , per cent, of the fees
collected iii the metropolitan area-after de-
duction of 10 per cent. for collection and
the cost of maintenance of the North Fre-
mantle bridge, the Caugeway, Pertli-Fre-
mantle-road and the Guildford-Armadale
and Cannin-roads-are allocated to the
Commissioner to he specially spent on the
cortatruil ion, reconstruction, maintenance.
and supervision of roads within the metro-
politan area. The balance gocs to tile local
authoritiesi and it is used vecry wisely. I
know that the body with which I am asso-
ciated is always ready to receive the amount
allocated and can always find plenty to do
with it; in fact, the board would be pleased
if the amiount could be increased, The legis-
lation embodying this amendment Was
broughbt down by the Government of which
Air. Baster was a Minister. In fact, Mr.
Baxter himself introduced the measure.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I was aware of that
when I was speaking.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member made no reference to it. He
just made the bald statement that
the time had arrived when the
money spent in the metropolitan area
should be diverted to the country districts
because so many motor cars, licensed in the
metropolitan area, use the main roads in the
country.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It is a ease of "Don't
do as I do, but do as I tell you."

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I amn simply
bitating- the facts and I think they are rather
interesting, as showing that here again, by
the policy of suces.sive Governments, there
has been a definite endeavour made to assist
the country districts, and it is pleasing to
hear more than one memuber refer to the good
work that has been carried out by the Coln-
missioner of 'Main Roads and his staff. A*
menmbers are aw-are, in the earlier part of
this year I visited the Eastern State.-, with
thle exception of Queensland, find I had an
op~portunity of making a comparison he-
twea their roads and ours. Taking into
consideration a1l our circumstances, I can
safely assert that our roads will hear favour-
able comparison with any of those in thle
Eastern States.

Hon. J. Cornell: Have you been along thle
road between MHerredin and Coolgardie
lately?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It would he
a strange thing it somneone could not find one
or two roads that were not quite up to
stanidard. 1 suggest that iii due course even
those roads mighlt he improved. But let us
get away froln individual items or roads, and
take them a,; a whole from the Far North to
the Far South. No one will deny that,
taking into consideration the big mileage, the
work that has bept done during the last few
years reflects- great credit on those res2 ~on-
sible. Before, any alteration could be made,
it would be neessary to amnend the Act. Mr.
Baxter's critiisin of the Government for a
financial policy which does not assist the
ag-ricultural districts i4 therefore based on
entirely irrelevant premuises. There are good
reasons why the funds collected should eon-
tinue to he used as Parliament decided. The
honi. member -aid, in effect, that the Corn-
missioner is at his wits' end to know where
to spend the nioney that comes to him from
the sources under review.

Ron. C. F. Baxter: Yes, in a couple of
Years.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member's remarks were submitted to the
Commissioner and he informed me that what
was said was certainly not the case, nor has
it been so since the inception of the fund.
He also pointed out that the widening
and improvement of Stirling Highway has
been, and is being paid from the fund, and
there is still much to he done in that direc-
tion. The work proceeding& on the Canning
Bridge will be financed from that fund, as
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Wilt also the proposed flew Fremantle
bridge. As in the past, the money that is
available is being applied to necessary and
commendable works and I think that hon,
members will agree the time is not yet-if
ever it will he-when the money so collected
and used in the mietropoolitan area should be
diverted elsewhere. I feel sure that that
statement will meet with the approval of 'Mr.
Nicholson and other metropolitan members.
With regard to Federal aid road expendi-
tare, some references were made to that
topic, although not many. In view of M1r.
Baxter's remarks, it is interesting to note
that last year's expenditure of Federa2 aid
road money amounted to £588,000, of which
not less than 97 per cent. was spent in the
country.

Hon. L. Craig: Where it should be spent.
The CHIEF SECRE TARY: Those figunres

do not require any further explanation on
my part. They prove most conclusively that
it is not poss"ible to justify any criticism of
the Government on the score of inadequate
expenditure in the country as; against that
autborised in the metropolitan area.

Hon. J. Nicholson:- Those figures show the
position pretty well.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am giving
the details in the form of information be-
cause hon. members. might just as. well know
the facts and Criticism should certainly he
based upon the facts of the position and
not he launched on the basis of what mem-
hers would like that positiun to be. It must
be clear that the Government will he faced
with grave diflculty for many years to come.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It is, a pity that more
country members are not present to hear
your statement.

Hon. L. Craig: At any rate the more im-
portant countr-v members are present.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: When I was
honoured by being appointed to the Leader-
ship of this House, I informed members
that I would endeavour to meet criti-
cism in a reasonable way and that I would
supply, to the best of my ability, any in-
formation that would have a bearing on
matters referred to by members, as well as
doing all I could to elucidate the many pro-
blems that they are faced 'with from time
to time. There-fore I do not 'want it to be
t]'rug~ht that I am quoting these figures or
making statements from the standpoint of
captions criticism of what has been said by
hon. members. My statement is being made
with a view to the House knowing the diffi-

cultics of the various problems and the
position that confronts the Government, so
that members will be able to judge whether
they themselves could have done any better.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: The Minister's atti-
tude is perfectly justifiable.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If members
desire to be fair, they will admit that the
statements I have made put an entirely dif-
ferent complexion on the subject dealt with
by M1r. Baxter when speaking to the motion
before the House. I wish to reply to a
statement mnade by Mr. Seddon when deal-
ing with the deficit. It will be remembered
that, when replying to the debate on the
.Supply Bill, I intimated that I would deal
at a, later stage with some of the points
raised by "Mr. Seddon in his review of the
financial position. It may he recalled that
the main inference to be drawn from the
hon. member's remarks was that the deficit
was attributable to a general relaxation in
the Government's supervision over expen-
diture rather than to the reduction in the
Commonwealth grant and payments for
drought relief. When speaking last night
'Mr. Seddon again referred to the subject.
He pointed out that "the total expenditure
last year . . . exceeded the Estimate by
fA402,713 . . . thus it was on the expendi-
ture side that the trouble arose and re-
sulted in the Government showing such a
large deficit on the year's transactions."
The hon. member also made the rather re-
mrark able statement, which he based on
figures quoted by Mr. Baxter, that "the
Government last year were not involved in
expenditure as heavy as that of the pre-
vious year for the purposes of drought re-
lief." That statement alone indicated that
Mr. Sed don had accepted the figures quoted
by another member rather tban procure the
actual figures that were at his disposal.
That leads me to say that a review of the
factors contributing to the excess expendi-
ture mentioned by _Mr. Seddon does not, I
submit, substantiate the conclusions at
which he arrived. For example, expendi-
ture on drought relief from revenue, far
from being less than that for the previous
year, amounted to £161,520, or £113,470
more than the expenditure for 1935-36.
That one statement goes to show how erro-
neous -was the conclusion arrived at by Mr.
Seddon when he made use of figres quoted
by another hon. member. Under the one
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beading I have mentioned, a fair percent-
age of tin deficit is accounted for.

Hon. J. Cornell: I have never yet known
any Leader of this House and his financial
critics to agree.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I amn not here
as a critic, but am content to give informa-
tion. Actually drought relief last year ab-
sorbed £111,520 more than the amount of
D50,000 originally provided in the Esti-
mates. It will he admitted, I think, that
the Ciovernnient can claim with every jus-
tification that this item was one of the
main factors in the creation of the deficit.
As to the other components in the increase
of £40,000 mentioned. by Mr. Seddon, these,
too, represented necessary and unforeseen
expenditure. There was an increase of
£171 698 in connection with the railways.
That additional expenditure was caused
largely through the provision for belated re-
pairs, although the rise in the basic wage
and the railage of water to drought-stricken
areas also contributed to the increase.

Mr. Nicholson:- Howv much was attribut-
able to the increase in the hasic wage?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot give
the figures at the moment; I will deal with
them later on in another way. A further
£40,313 wvas required to meet payments for
agricultural land purchases. The two re-
mainin'g items Of consequence were: Edu-
cation, £26,175, and Electricity Supply,
£18,364. The increase in Electricity expen-
diture was directed to expanding the earn-
ing capacity of that utility, while the added
Education expenditure arose through the re-
classification of teachers' salaries. In the
aggregate, the items I have enumerated ac-
count for £368,070, or 00Q per cent. of the
total expenditure queried by M.~r. Seddon.
The balance, representing about £30,000,
comprised a number of items of minor
importance. Then again it will be recalled
that Mr. Nicholson touched en this subject
and contended that last year's expenditure
should have been c~onfined to an amount
equivalent to that of the preceding financial
year. He spoke of the Government "having
spent money lavishly." Although disorderly
on my part, I asked Mr. Nicholson questions
on that particular point. The hon. member
said, "the public accounts show that un-
doubtedly the expenditure was fairly lavish"
and be added, "the fact that last year's ex-
penditure was £611,000 in excess of that of
the preceding financial year is in itself proof

that there has been extra vag-antce." I asked
the hon, inember to Point to ofle itemn that
he considered extravagant, hut, of course,
'Mr. Nicholson slipped back into generalities.
I have already indicated to the House how
the major portion of the money was ex-
pended, and I now propose to deal with
the balance, namely, £ZOSASZ8-nn amount
equivalent to the difference between the oni-
ginal estimate for 1936-37 and the expen-
diture during the preceding year. Last
yea L's Estimates made additional Provision
on the previous year's expenditure as fol-
lows:-

£
Special Acts . .. 83,417
Governmental .- .. 74,016
Public utilities .. 51,149

Total increase 1 208,582

The mnain increases provided for tinder spe-
cial Acts were: Interest, Australian, £71,-
138; sinking fund, £20,529. There again
interest plays a very important part. Under
the heading of "Go vernmea tall" the princi-
pal increases were estimated as follows.
Chief Secretary, £C18,475, comprising finan-
cial emergency remissions, aborigines, mental
patients, etc.; Agriculture, £14,761, cover-
ing finiancial. emnergency remiss ions, admiin-
istration expenses, locust destruction, State
farns: Policee £9,263, comprising increased
number of officers, new wireless equipment,
financial emiergency, remissions to officers
under- the Public Service Act; Lands, £8,852,
covering financial emergency remissions,
additional cost of administering the rlural
relief grant; and Education, £24,499, cover-
ing financial emergency remissions, salary
increments and additional staff. Increases
allowed for in respect of Public Utilities
were: Railways, +.21,588, covering financial
emergency remissions and re-classification,
increased mileage to earn additional rev-
enue; Tramanys, £13,608, for replacements
and re-laying further liues, and Electricity
Supply, £10,147, covering financial emer-
gency remissions, re-classification of staff
and preliminary expenses on construction.
While it is easy for some members to say
that the expenditure during the last financial
Year was greater than that for the preceding
12 months, it is quite wrong to suggest that
the Government's expenditure has been on
a lavish scale, or that they have spent money
in directions they were not entitled to. I
could not refrain from thinking when Mr.
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Nicholson was speaking that if we were to
hear in mind the fact that there were be'-
tween 6,000 and 7,000 men for whomt
the Government were supposed to
find work, even though merely on a
half-time basis, and considered thev tip-
flees I hare already quoted regarding
the amount of money that has to be pro~-
vided each rear hr the Government as a
result of their po'icy that aims at providifig
work, wvhich naturaly involves considerabhle
expenditure, it 4l1oull bie very easy indeed
for members to tee the necessity for the
expenditure that has arisen. Then again
there have been a lot of minor matters all
of which involved additional cost, hut 1
need not elaborate on those points. The
nie-e fact that during the real depression
years it 'wit niot possible for the Govern-
ment to carry o" and deal with all the work
that ordinarily would hare been attended to,
should indicate to members that increased
expendture was hound to bep fared, The
question of "belated repairs" does not apply
to the railways only, but to nearly every
Government department. To do those things
that should have been done in the last few
years and have not been done would swal-
low uip a tremendous aniount of money, and
I claim that the Government, in their efforts
to be equitable to various districts and in-
dustries, hare done a really good job. 'Mem-
bers make statements that aug.ht be de-
scribed as vaga,,u generalisations, but when
ire get down to tintacks, there is very little
basis for the criticism, 1Mr. Seddon last
nig-ht spoke about the revenue for the cur-
rent Year. Tndging hr his remarks he is
under some misconception regarding His
Excellency's observaitions in the Speech as

to the anticipated revenue for the current
rear, It was: stated in the course of the
Speech-

Revene for the current year will suffer a
reduction because of the lower inicomes received
front production last year.
This does not imply, as Mr. Seddon appar-
ently imagined, that revenue during 1937-38
is expected to fall below the level. of last
year's collections;. It means simply that a
proportion of the taxation losses dlue to the
incidence of the drought will fall on this
year's Budget. The panragraph in the
Speech was merely a statement of fact that
does not call for any criticism.

Hon. H., Sed don: It represents a reduc-
tion on last year. and a greater reduction
on the previous year.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Tress-
urv officials have been able to measure Uirst
of all the direct loss ot income to the agri-
culturist and the pastorahs-t, and then the
total loss of income to the roiflnnity as a
whlole during 19361-37.

Hon. T. Moore: They all :?uffcred alike.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Having

arrived at that figure thle Treasurer has been
able to estimate the cousequential loss of
taxation arising therefrom and the propor-
tLion of the loss that will h-e u'et during the
current financial year- For exampille, it is
known that nearly all land and income
tax is collected int the year following
that during which the in-ome is earned,
so that 100 per cent. of the loss will
be felt this year. As financial emergency
and hospital taxes are collected largely at
thle soured- the proportion falling on this
year's Budget is necessar-ily very much
smaller, namely about 40 per~ cent. After
making similar determinations respecting the
balance of the taxation items, the Treasurer
is enabled to estimate with fair p~recision the
amount of taxation that will he lost to this
year's revenue through drought. I do not
think any member will question that state-
ment. A man who is earning wages has
paid his emergency and hospital taxation
week by week, but those who pay taxation
on assessment naturally will not pay as much
this year as they paid last year because taxa-
tion this year is based on the income of last
year.

Hon. T. M1oore: 'Unfortunately mnany of
themi will not pay anything- this, year.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so.
Let inc now refer to the remarks off Mr.
Parker, who dealt with the question Of aL
new bridge at Fremantle. He indulged in
some rather trenchant criticism of the pro-
posal to erect a bridge of timber rather than
one of concrete or steel. I feel sure that
most of us would like to see erected at
Fremantle what the honourable member
visualised. as an outstandinir engineering
work constructed of steel or concrete in pre-
ference to a less durable structure of timber.
U~nfortunately, the adoption of such a pro-
posal has been outweighed by certain impor-
tant considerations. 1, as a member repre-
senting that district, would like to see a
bridge that would be a monument to the skill
of our engineers and workmen, but we have
to face facts as we find5 tI'om. I have
already explained how limitto finance is, but
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I believe that the Government can be relied
upon to do what is best in the circumstances
whether it be in the building of a bridge at
Fremantle, one over the Canning, one over
the Ashburton, or one elsewhere in the North.
It is imperative that something be done at an
early date to replace the traffic bridge at
Fremantle. That structure has stood for a
long time and has been the subject of criti-
cism for many years. On the other hand, I
understand that with the erection of a per-
manent structure is involved the question of
up-river extension of the harbour and again
with this is linked up the question of the
railway bridge which would be the first ob-
stacle to such an extension. The original
proposal was for a combined -road and rail-
wvay bridge entailing eonsequentiai extensive
deviation and heavy land resumption costi.

lHon. J. J. Holmes: The land for that pur-
pose was resumed years ago, was it not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am afraid
that mention of the resumption costs would
astound mnost people who seriously suggest
that we should build a bridge of the kind
visuialised by Mr. Parker.

Hon. J. '.A. Macfarlane: Soundings were
taken at another site.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: A lot of pre-
Iininary wvork has been done at different
times.

Hon Ji. 31~. Macfarlane: We passed a Bill
authorising the construction of the bridge.

The CHIEF' SECRETARY: With the
passage of time, possibly cireiumstaflees have
altered in a way that might necessitate some
modification of the original programme and
entail the erection of an entirely different
structure. The point I -wish to make is tbat
the finaniciaL. position of the State being what
it is, though not quite so parlous as Mr.
Parker would have us believe, the time is
not ripe for the. erection of a bridge of the
kind mentioned by him, unless we are pre-
pared to construct it at the expense of many
other districts. I do not believe that the
Government would be justified. in expending
the money necessary to build a bridge of
steel or concrete if it were necessary to say
to other districts, "On account of building
the new bridge at Fremantle it is not pos-
sible to give you what you have already
been promised or what you sbonld have."

Hon. 3. 311f Macfarlane: Those remarks, I
take it, do not apply to the Canning Bridge.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, that
bridge is being built. The Commissioner of

Railways has reported that the existing
railway bridge at Fremantle will he good
for a period of ten years at least, but there
can be no question of delaying the replace-
inent of the existing vehicular bridge for
that length of time. A comparison of the
cost of a new bridge of timber, as against
a structure of concrete or steel, may serve
to illustrate the tremendous disparity 'be-
tween the two. As compared with an expen-
diture of £80,000 for a new bridge construc-
ted of timber, the cost of an alternative
structure of steel or concrete, with the
necessary contingent expenditure, -would be
in the vicinity of £650,000. The use of tim-
ber, too, would provide a fair amount of
employment in the timber industry.

Hon. J. 31. Macfarlane: I understood that
the cost would be about £250,000?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The;£650,000
applies to a new railway and vehicular
bridge combined, together with the resump-
tion of land.

Hon. J1. Nicholson: Are both estimate,
compiled on the basis of catering for both
railway and road traffic?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: NXo. the
,C90,000 wvould be for a bridge for road traf-
fie only, whereasi the larger amount is for
a bridge to take both railway and road traf-
tic. WhJen a combined bridge is built, it
will have to be located on some site other
than that at present used.

lon. J. 'M. -Macfarlane:- To allow for bar-
bour extension.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Interest at,
say, 5 per cent. on £C650,000 would amount
t o £32,500 per a nnum, compared, with £4,000
per annual interest on the cost of a timber
bridge, at difference of £28,500 annually. In
other wvords, a timber structure, as com-
pared with one of concrete or of concrete
and steel, would pay for itself in three
years. Much as we would like to have a
bridge of the kind indicated by Mr. Parker,
the flovernment feel that they would be do-
ing the right thing by constructing a bridge
of timber. A bridge of timber could he
made quite attractive; there is no need for
it to be an eye-sore. If we could build an
attractive looking bridge for £80,000 that
would last for J-5 or 20 years, I believe
members -would be satisfied and the people
generally would agree that we had done the
right thing.

Hon. H. Tuckey: I take it that wooden
piles would not be used?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have not
seen the plans.

lion. H. Tuekey: The cost of replacing
piles would be a big item.

The CRIEF SECRETARY: We have to
rely on the advice of our experts, and I
think we can confidently accept their ad-
vic~e. Mr. Elliott dealt with payments under
the 'Mine Workers' Relief Act. He sugges-
ted that additional funds could be made
available to compensate those men who had
contracted silicosis. The increases in the
benefits granted by the Government uinder
the recently amended Scale I of the Mine
'Workers' Relief Act are very generous. as
a comparison of the old and new scales
shows, and will add considerably to the fut-
ture liabilities of the fund. Under the old
scale a married man or widower with child-
ren received £1 5,. per week, plus 5s. for
each child under 16 years. with a maximum
weekly payment of £2 5s. Under the new scale
a man receives £1 5s., plus 7s, 6d. for each
,child, and C1 for his wife, with a maximum
weekly payment of£3 los, A widow, under
thle old scale, received from 10s. to £1 per
week, plus 5is. for each child under 16 years,
with a maximum of £2 5s. per week. Under
the new qecale, a widow receives 30s. per
week until 60 years of age, plus 7s. 6d. for
each child under 16 years. with a maxi-
mnum of £3~ 10s. per week. On attain-
ing 630 years, the widow's benefit is
reduced to 12s. 6d. per week to ren-
der her eligible for the old age pension.
With regard to Mr, Elliott's statement that
"there can be no claim that lack of funds
prevents adequate payments being made to
men snifering from silicosis," I would cm-
phasise that the potential liability under the
Third Schedule in respect of mine workers
already affected wvith silicosis is over
£1,000,000, and the liabilities of the Mine
Workers' Relief Fund are almost as great,
as the benefits under Scale I of that fund,
except in the case of children, are payable
for life. Regarding the hon. member's re-
ference to the gold profits tax, he will under-
stand that the principal object of the tax
was to recoup the Government some of the
expenditure incurred on account of mining
diseases in the past. In this connection it
may be mentioned that the amount of coml-
pensation paid tinder the Miners' Phthisis
Act, 1022, for the year ended 30th June,
1937, was £E55,136. The total amount paid
up to that date was £593,098, and the out-

standing liability is estimated at approxi-
mnately £300,000, apart from other consid-
erations. This tax, therefore, little more
than covers the annual payments under the
Miners' Phithisis Act, which are paid from
Consolidated Revenue. It will be seen that
it is very necessary to build up substantial
reserves under both of these funds in order
to meet future liabilities. With regard to
the ore cartage subsidy paid in the mining
industry, a certain amount of misunder-
standing has apparently arisen in connec-
tion with the new regulations governing
this subsidy. Both Mr. Elliott and Mr.
HeIenan appeared to think that the pros-
pector had genuine grounds for grievance
onl this score. When the new regulations
were introduced in February last, it was for
the purpose of providing a scale of pay-
ments that would be more equitable aill
round. It had been found by experience
that the former regulations were almost im-
possible to police, while, at the same time,
expenditure thereunder was becoming almost
prohibitive. Mr. Heenan suggested that the
new cartage subsidy "has the effect of pena-
lising the prospector whlo has gone further
afield to work a low-grade ore." I have been
informed by the Mines Department that
this is not the ease, and that, actually, pros-
pectors, some considerable distance from a
State battery receive a bigger cartage suib-
sidy on low-grade ore under the new regu-
lations than they did under the old scale.
Formerly the rates were as- follows:-

For the first 250 tons-Gd. per ton per mite.
For the second 250 tonsi-3d. per ton per

mile.
For the third 250 tons-2d. per ton per mile-
For the fourth 250 tons-id. per ton per

iile.

Thereaf ter the subsidy ceased, The present
subsidy is calculated as follows :-9d. per
ton per mile, less is. 6d. per dwt.
per ton recovered by amalgamation,
with a maximum deduction of 12s.
6d. It should be noted that the deduction
is not an imposition, but is used simply as
a method of calculation in arriving at an
equitable subsidy rate. I would also point
out to hon. members that, under the new
regulations, there is no limit to the tonnage
entitled to the subsidy. I propose to quote
a hypothetical case to illustrate that the
low-grade producer some distance from a
battery is better off under the new arrange-
ment than formerly. A prospector mines
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4 dwt. ore 25 miles from a State battery.
Payment per ton under the new subsidy is-

a. a.
23 miles at Pd. per mile . .. 18 9
Less deductioni, 4dwts. at Is. Gd.

per dwt. .. .- . . 6 0

Subsidy onl total production .. 12 9

The payment per ton under the old subsidy
was-

First 250 tons: 25 miles at 6d. per mile-
12s. 6d.

Second 250 tons: 25 miles at 3d. per mile-
Os. 3d.

Third 2,50 tons: 25 mles at 2d. per mile-
4 s. 2d.

Fourth 250 tons: '25 mjiles; at Id. per mile-
2g. Id.

whereafter the subsidy terminated. Asso-
ciated with this subject, I believe, is the
muatter of the re-treatment of tailings. Per-
sonally I know very little about mining
;)roecdnle, and have to rely on advice given
to me by the department. Reference was;
made to the price charged for re-treatment
of tailing-S. In this connection 1 am informed
by the Mines IDepartment that the question
of~ cheaper tailing", treatmnent has been under
consideration for sonic time. Unfortunately,
the proportion of unprofitable tailings pro-
duced is increasing. The deduction of 10 per
cent, to cover all losses included not only
water, but losses by wvind, cleaning up, etc.
The percentage of ore crushied allowed for
tailings has been increased by the present
Governmepnt from 85 per cent. to 00 per cent.
sail is higher than that paid by almost all
privately-owned batteries, and the tailing
charges are considerably less, as well. Mr.,
Elliott was of opinion that prospectors were
entitled to a reduction in lease rents. 7Hav'ing
regard to the preliminary title available, and
other factors, it seems to rule, from the advice
I have received, that the present rents are
not unreasonable. Under this State's Mining
Act, provision exists and is greatly taken
advantage of by prospectors for the grant-
ing of prospectinz areais. These cost only
10s. and can he held for 12 months, with the
right of renewal for a further six months.
This is one of the cheapest mining titles in
&ustralia., and it gives the prospector a
-hanee to prove the value of the ground. He
.s required to pay only the usual lease rent
rvhen, in the event of the prospecting area
r-oving to be quite a payable proposition,

ir hn' to convert it into leasehold. The rent
)ayablo onl lenses is 5s. per acre for the first
2 month.,, and then £1 per acre per annum.

For a few moments I wish to deal with the
remarks of 'Messrs, Wittenoom, Piesse and
Thomson, the representatives of the South-
East Province, who spoke at some length onl
group settlement matters. I submitted the
remarks of the bon. members to the 'Minister
for Lands, and his reply suggests that cr-
tain of the statements have been somewhat
exaggerated, to say the least. M1r. Wittenoom.,
in describing his visit to the Denmark settle-
went, spoke of "kiddies with hardly any
clothing, and men and women in pretty
much the samne state." As hion. members
know, the Women's Immigration Auxiliary
Concil exercise a very close surveillance
over matters; appertaining to the health and
phy.sical welfaire of group settlers generally.
A representative of that body, Mris. Dean,
has visited the Denmiark diistrict on several
Occasions and is emphatic that there is no
shortage of clothing amongst the settlers-
there. While I do not know the lady very
well, I know fromn the report- I see from
timne to tulne aimd statements made by the
Minister associated with group settlement
that the w~ork done by this body, and part-
ticularly by Mrs. Dean, is very valuable. T
think wve ioust take some niote of what this
lady say)s, especially in view of the fact that
she has visited these areas for the purpose of
investigating the conditions of women and
children particularly. I have a note
to the effect that 75 boxes of clothing
have been distribuited this year. Whethcr
this clothingf was needed as a result of the
disastrous bush fires in the early jiart Of the
year, I do not know. We have to determine,
in view of the assertions of Mrs. Dean,
whether the statements of the lion. members
mentioned are quite in accord with facts, and
whether the position is as bad as it was

sttdto be. In making that assertion, I
do not want it to be understood that I am of
opinion that the children of group settlers
in the Denmnark district have everything their
parents -would like then) to have. Not for a
moment would I make a statement of that
kind. But apparently there is not the hard-
ship there which has been suggested. Mr
Wittenooni also added that "children are
sickly and u nder- nourished." Such a condi-
tion seems, in the circumstances, scarcely
credible. The Women's Immigration Auxi-
liary Council has arranged for medical atten-
tion where neces-sary. As to under-nourishi-
reent, the Bank Commissioners state that
settlers in those districts should experi-
ence no difficulty in producing milk, butter,
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poultry, eggs and vegetables in sufficient
quantity to feed their families.

Ron. J. M. Macf arlane:- Not when 11 cows
give only four gallons of milk.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There may
he a reason for the small production in that
district. I know from my experience of that
district four -years ago that there was not
any great difficulty iii finding the necessary
supplies which I have enumerated. It was
suggested, too, by 'Mr. Wittenoom that "the
country is over-stocked." To this the Corn-
missionlers have replied that branch managers
are instructed to prevent settlers stocking
beyond capacity. I understand that their
judgment has been exercised most conserva-
tively. Carrying capacity naturally hinges
on feed conservation, and is a matter entirety
in the settlers' own hands. The Commis-
sioners have not forced cattle on to any
holding, hut have, in many cases, withheld
supply where the fodder position has been
considered insecure. It is not contested that
there is a certain period, as the hon.
member has pointed out, when "the monthly
cream cheque is down to almost nothing."'
Members will realise, however, that the ave-
rage monthly cheque for the -whole year is
the only reliable guide to settlers' earnings.
I understand that the trend is to bring cows
in earl-y and if possible all at one time, so
that with a nine or ten months' lactation
period there would be two or three months
of the -year when butterfat cheques would be
very small.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Before tea I
was dealing with remarks made by Mr. Wit-
tenoom, Mr. Piesse and Mr. Thomson re-
garding group settlements in the Denmark
area. I now desire to refer to the question
raised by those hon. members concerning
the linking-uip of holdings. The Agricul-
tural Bank Commissioners advise me that
there are 159 group settlement holdings in
the Denmark district, of which 90 are occu-
pied. Here I may mention that the figures
quoted by Mr. Piesse were 200 and 70 re-
spectively. That is a material diffrence.
Additions by linking have been made to 46
blocks, of which 34 are occupied.

lon. L. Craig: Perhaps T&. Piesse's fig-
ures referred to the number of groups be-
fore the linking took place. That would
bring the figure up to the 200.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I would not
like to say.

E on. La Craig-. It may h ave been so.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The figures
wvhieh I have just quoted arc the official fig-
ures supplied by the Agricultural Bank
Commissioners. Some of the South-East
inenibers have suggested that more holdings
'be linked, although Mr. Wittenoom con-
siders that the settlers "would probably be
worse off than at present" if such a policy
were pursued, "as they are hopelessly
loaded with debt." I would like to make
the comment that those holdings have been
-written down to a value on which it is con-
sidered the settlers are ahle to meet the
charges. If the settlers are going to in-
crease their holdings and thus increase the
charges against them, it is necessary that
they have a higher production; otherwise
they will be worse off. The Commissioners
ag-ree with that view, because they say that
"the linking of holdings is not regarded as.
a panaea." On the other hand], they urge
that increased productivity and revenue can
only be achieved by the application of in-
tensive fanning methods. Mr. Thomson
made a statement to the effect that ''there.
is a policy, if not of deliberately evicting
settlers, yeot of making the position intoler-
able, and thus compelling them to go.'' I
have made inquiries, and I can get no in-
formation of any particular case that may
have prompted such a sweeping statement
as Mr. Thomnson 's. Certainly I cannot allow
it to pass without contradiction. Admit-
tedly there have been eases of dispossession,
but the Agricultural Bank bare only en-
forced the security -when it has been proved,
after investigation, that the settler's
chances of success are hopeless. I should
say, again from my knowledge of the dis-
trict, that it is far better in those eases
where the position is absolutely hopeless,
where probably the man and his family are
not suited for that form of occupation ar
where for other reasons one cannot expect
thorn to be successful, that the Agricultural
Bank should terminate whatever contract
exists. The Agricultural Bank Commis-
sioners have given me details of a ease
which is prob ably typical of the eases I have
just mentioned, where the Commissioners
have come to the conclusion that the set-
tler's chance of success is so small as to
render the position hopeless. Repossession
was recommended by a branch inspector-
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and a u-hir i:;jieetor. The mortgagor is a
good worker, but lacking in managerial cat)-
acity, with the result that he has drifted
into a hopeless position. The general borne
surroundings are such as cannot be tolera-
ted onl a dairyv farm. The settler's wife de-
sires to vacate. In the eireiun,11-tanles6
it was felt that for the settler's own bene-
fit the holding should be repossessed. I feel
sure that most of the members who have
gone through the group settlement areas can
recall more than one instance where a simti-
lar impression was conveyed to them. ReLC-
erenee was made by Mlr. Piesse, to the fox
menace. The ]hon. member expressedi the
hope that thle Glovernment would not reduce
the present bonus. Mr. Craig last night
made reference to the question of dogs-I
think the hall. member was referringz larti-
ecularly to the 'North. I have here some in-
formation which I propose to g0ive to the
'HouseP. With regard to the reduction of
the bonus on foxes, the Governnment's atti-
tulde, which I think their action of last year
plainly illustrates, is to do everytiiw;
possible iii the matter. Last year thle
Minister for Agriculture decided to pay a
bonus of 2s. 6d. per scalp for foxes, despite
a recommendation by the Vermin Advisory
Board that payment of the bonus should be
discontinued. No% doubt the board would
bhare a good reason for their recominenda-
tion.

Hon., L. Crniz: The board have altere-d
their recommenda tion since then.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes: but at
that time the board would have had a very
good reason, a financial reason, for mnakingr
that recommtendation.

Hlon, L. Craig: Finance was the only ree-
'021.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: However,
the 'Minister for Agriculture arced to the
payment of a bonus of 2s. 6id. per scalp.
While Mr. Piess~e has urged that the present
rate might well be doubled, he will realise
that the amount of bonuses, paid for ani-
mnals and birds declared vermin under Sec-
tion bLOA of thle Vermin Act is governed
by actual collections which arc made under
that Act and which go into the Vermin
Trust Fund Account.

Hou. L. Craig: The work cannot he done
with the present revenue.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I would also
urge that in view of the present financial
position of farmers and pastoralists grener-

ally, it would not he advisable to increase
the rates, although the rates at present col-
lected are only half the maximia which
maty be levied under the Act. I am also
advised that there has been some improve-
awit in the fund since 1935-36, in which
year the collections were the lowest on re-
(0 ad. At that time, moreover, the fund was
in debt to the Treasury. It is doubtful,
however, whether there is sufficient money
available to permlit of any increase in any
of the bonuses at the present timae. In any
ea.se, however, the matter is receiving the
attention of the departmient and of the
Government; and it will be found, I think,
that if it is at all possible to do anything&
bettor thau we have been doing quite re-
cently, it will be done. I have some figures
here regarding the number of scalps on,
which bonuses have been paid. During the
last three years bonuses have been paid on
S3,689 fox scalps-1435, 24,089; 1930,
:12,711; 1937, 26t80~. 1 have also somec
tivures with regard to wild dogs . Mr. Fiesse

suzeted that wild dogs were multiplin
rapidly owing to the very small honuu, paidl
onl scalps.

Hona. V. Hanierslcy: And to the depar-
ture of Many of the young follows from
Ihose areas.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Depart-
ment of Ag~riculture consider it doubtful
whether what M~r. Piesse suggests is actually
the t-ase. I am intormed that the dry season
hia. been largely respionsible for the appar-
ent increase of dogs in certain areas. I
know that is so in a district with which
I am acquainted.

Ron. Hf. Tuckey: This is no new trouble.
It has been going on for years.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: But there
ha, been anl increase in the number of dogs
in certain districts. It is claimed by the
Department of Agriculture that that arises
from the fact that we have been experienc-
ing very dry seasons, with the result that
the sheep are weaker and therefore fall a
more easy prey to the dogs. Ia 1935 the
bonus was paid on 10,801 scalps, in 1936
on 10,932, and in 1937 on 11,302.

Hon. L. Craig: Those are not the figures
I got from the department.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: As the re-
sult of the hon. member's remarks last night,
I again submitted the question to the de-
partmeat, and they have supplied mae with
a little more detail, which may be informa-
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tion to the bon. member and the House
generally with regard to dogs. Figures are
given in the follol
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tres prevents the extension of instruction. in
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ring table:- Continuing, the reply goes on to deal with
shbur- Murchi- Meeks- Total, another matter raised by the hon. member as
ton. Sol]. tbsnra. follows:-

72 24 271 300 The contention that the instruction in metro-
271 45 479 sos politan schools is not satisfactory for country

conditions is wrong, for in nil the metropolitan110 28 363 Goo centres cooking and laundry wvork is done with
bonus paid for dogs was wvood fires as well as with gas and electricity.
.y the whole of the 12 The hon. mnember had suggested that because
ien the rate has been £1. gas or electricity is used in those centres
:That is hardly a fact, the training would not be of much value in

boards and the pastoralists country districts;. I am assured that 'wood
ad in the North the bonus fires are also used.
£4. Hon. J. Nicholson: I happen to know that
W RETARY: I was inter- they do that.
-ks made by the hon. mem- The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is also

think he said that on a pointed out in the departmnent's reply that
te was interested the bonus the inistruction ini domestic science needs
£4, showing that the pas- special training in addition to the ordinary
istrict, at any rate, realise training as a teacher. This entails additional
ogs are, and are prepared expenditure. Coming to mannual training the
s as far as they possibly departnment states-

to eradicating the pest. To equip a full-time manual training centre
it is a matter of dire an equivalent expenditure on buildings and

eqUipmnt is required as in domestic science,
oamely, £200 for equipment and £:500 for the

ECRETARY: The depart- room. Full-time centres are in operation isn
hat during 1934 the amount all large towns. In addition, the department
eas £2 for practically the has provided a modified course in a number of
totiths, but that since then smaller srhools during the past two years. The

expense of these is approximately £3 to £40rduced to £1. They go on for equipment for every four boys. 'Where
dry season and its prejudi- possible the department baa provided a cheaper
he position, and then they set of tools when the Parents and Citizens'
the past three years the Association has donated beachies, but the in-
to come to the assistance struetion in -.uch centres is not so satisfactory,

viigan advance account for the teachers have not the same degree of
addingtraining and efficiency as in the full-time cen-

sto be paid. This Year, tres. With the money at its disposal the de-
a slight credit balance. To partnient has been fully alive to the need for
on dogs and foxes, as sug- extending both domsesti-c science and mnanual
d ant annual sum of about training, to country centres, especially during
the average collection for the last two years.
s amounted to £20,668 per When we eome to consider this statement,
rs figures being £21,203. especially in regard to the cost of establish-

wvill see that his remarks lug these centres, it is easy to realise that
can assure himi that if it is with the financial limitation placed upon the
lepartment to do anything- Education Department we can hardly expect
isition it will be done. M1r. that the smaller schools should be equipped
*remarks referred to the to the extent that we should like to see. Then

nestic science and manual there is the other point that courses of this
in country schools. He kind may necessitate the utilising of special

*branches of education had experts, and I amn afraid we must admit that
['he Education Department not every teacher is qualified for the task-.
re following reply:- Mr. Thomson, referring to the grant of

is taught at all the large £C14,000 made available by the Common-
the present time. The cost wvealth Government to provide vocational
ach centre is approximately triigfruepodyuhssgetd
room £500. It will be seen triigfruepodyuhssgetd
expense of establishing cen- that the State Government had decided to
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spend the whole of that amount in the fee- close onl 200 youths have received technical
tion of building. and the provision of equip-
meat, and( that the Government should have
found somte other wvays of spending that
money. The position is that the Common-
wealth Government. when advising the State
Governmnent that the money would be made
available poinited out that it was for the pur-
pose of training and securing employmeut
for unemploye vd youths between the ages of
18 and 25 years. The Connnionwvealh Gov-
einnent intimated that in preparing pro-
posals for its aplproval preference should be
given to those suggestions that would en-
able the greater part of the Commonwealth
contribution to be used for cap~ital expendi-
tare associated with the purchase of land,
the erection of buildings, the installation of
machinery and equipment or the provision
of material. The proposals for the provi-
sion of equRipmeint and plant were submitted
by the Superintendent of the Perth Tech-
nical College and were made at the request
of the Minister for Employment for conl-
sideration hr Cabinet. It naturallyv follows
that the us'e of the £14,000 received from the
Commonwealth Government for capital ex-
Iendituire wvili entail upon the State Govern-

ment the provision of funds with which to
mneet maintenance and other costs. Addi-
tional p)roposals bare been forwarded to the
M1inister for Emplovnwent by various
organisations. The whole of the proposals
will receive the most careful consideration
before b~eing submnitted to the Conimoinwenith
Goverrnment-if it is thought reasonable that
they' should he subimitted-f or approval. It
.should be pointed out, however, that the
amount of £:14,000 is totally- inadequate to
deal with the problem of unemployed youth;
hut it is the intention of the Government as
early as possible to put into operation a
scheme which it is hoped will assist the youth
whor today is unemployed. That this (Thy-
ermnent htave not been unmindful of the
youth problem is shown by the fact that it
appointed a Royal Comis~sioner to investi-
Late the l)!oblem-no other Government in
Australia has done that-and a report is
expected shortly. It would have been pre-
sented long ago but for the ill-health of tbe
Royal Commissioner. During the course of
the debate reference was made to the funds
raised by the Jubilee Appeal for Youth and
Motherhood. In the allocation of those
funds a considerable proportion of the
amount subscribed by the public was set
aside for vocational training. Uip to date

training, and of these nearly 50 per cent.
have obtained employment. I am not sug-
gesting that this is as good a report as we
should like to be able to make, but at all
events it does show that we have been actively
engaged onl the problem. Mr. Thomson ob-
jected to the proposed allocation of the
£:14,000 I have referred to, because the greater
proportion of the money may be expended
in the more populous centres. Naturally,
the problem is greater in the metropolitan
area than anyvwhere else. Endeavours were
made to estabilish vocational training classes
in country centres the cost of which it was
prop)osed should be met from the Jubilee apl-

en! fund; but in some eases the response
was so small as not to w~arrant the establish-
mecnt of any such clasmes. If Mr. Thomson
is of the opinion that there are certain dis-
tricts where those classes could be success-
fully established, it might be found desir-
able to attempt their establishment. 'Mr.
Macfarlane referred to the menace repre-
sented b 'y the importation of margarine. I
Pmn informed that the hot). member is
alpparently' not in possession of the true
facts regarding the consumption of m~ares-
rifle in this State and other States of Auts-
tralia. He would appear to have confused
mnargarine-whichl may he used in competi-
tion wvith butter and is known as table
miargarine-with margarine that is specially
made for the biscuit, cake and pastry' trades
amid which does not compete wvith butter.

Halt. 1L. Craig: It does, indirectly. It
takes the place of second and third grade
butter.

The CHTEF SECRETARY: I am in-
formed that thme greater part of the marga-
rine imported into this State is of a type
that does not compete with butter, but
is used in the pastry and biscuit trades.

lion. L. Craig: We arc exporting second
and third grade butter to England because
there is no demand for it here.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Regarding
the observations of several members to the
effect that these margarines are the pro-
ducts of cocoanut oil and whale oil pro-
duced outside of Australia, I am advised
that this is not the case. Practically all
the oils used in the manufacture of margar-
ine are now produced in Australia either as
by-products from the meat industry or from
certain agricultural crops which may be
grown in tropical regions of the Continent.
All these industries are being developed un-
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der Australian conditions and with Austra-
lian labour. I should also like to deal with
the hon. member's statement that all other
States except Western Australia have either
enacted legislation to check the competition
of mnrgarine or are doing so now. It will
be remembered that an amendment to the
Dairy Industry Act was passed by this
House during the last session which would
require that all margarine sold in competi-
tion with butter should be coloured a dis-
tinctive colour. I understand that a similar
Bill, has already been passed by Victoria.
It wvas found that unless similar legislation
was passed by all States it would be imnpos-
sible to enforce that requirement. There is
no means under the Constitution of prevent-
ing margarine, manufactured in another
State, from being imported and sold even
though it does not possess this distinctive
colour.

Hon. L. Craig: Section 92!
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The situation

can only be overcome by all States agreeing-
to the principles embodied in the legislation
we passed. The facts are that of the six
States only the two mentioned have actu-
ally passed the legislation desired by the
lion. member. This matter -was discussed
recently by the Council of Agriculture at
a conference held in Brisbane. This was
attended by the 'Minister for Agriculture
(Hon. F. J. S. Wise), who advises that
although there was a good deal of discus-
sion, no immediate decision wats arrived at.

H-on. L. Craig: It seriously affects
Queensland, because that State is produc-
ing the raw material which is converted into
margarine.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: All I know
at the moment is that no decision has been
arrived at, and therefore the matter will
probably he the subject of further discus-
sion. In the circumstances the -working
agreement made by the Minister for Agri-
culture with importers of margarine, to
limit the importations to this State to 200
boxes per week, is highly satisfactory. I
think Mr. Macfarlane was somewhat criti-
cal because the M inister for Agriculture had
entered into that agreement. I am informed
that local importers have honourably kept
to the agreement with the Minister, and in
some eases have gone so far as to limit the
requirements of certain distributors. The
department realise that table margarine
'nay he a serious competitor with butter;

on the other hand provided the product is
produced under the saime conditions as is
butter, and is not sold in any way that will
confuse it with buttev, there can he no real
objection to the imaportation of margarine.
Until such time as all the States take the
action we have taken no adequate control
can be imposed.

Hon. J. J1. Holnie-: It 6i used in the manu-
facture of biscuits, in which we do an
enormous trade.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, an ex-
port trade, particularly, I understand, from
Fremantle.

Hon. 0. Fraser: -kll the gomod things (%welt
from Fremantle.

The CHIEF SECRETARY;. That is one
pleasing aspect of tho development of local
industries in that we are able to compete iii
some directions with the Eastern States. Not
male years ago the bisecaiti that were avail-

abin country- stores and hotels mainly
camle from the Eastern States or overseas;.
To-day the best places stock M.Nills &k Ware&,
biscuits.

Hon, J. Cornell: Plaistowes have don-'
better than anyone else in that respect.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I know they
have done good work in their particular
lines. I do not like to pass over the remark,
of any member, but somte of the matters
raised have been of a trifling nature. Whilst
I could speak at great lengtrh on some of the
matters which have been raised by Mr. Hail,
I think I need only refer to one or two item..
He alluded to many thing,,, that he con-
sidered were uinsatisfactory%. I-le sugge~ted
that the present Governmnent, heing a Labour
Government, carried out the policy of the
Labour Party, which was determined at
Party conferences. He thought it was
strange that these things should be done by
the Government, anti wondered whether the
conference would have a-reed. I have mkade
inquiries into some of these matters. The
question Of sustenance Was one on which the
lion, member was severely critical. The sup-
tenance rates in this State will compare more
than favourably with those of any other
State in the Commonwealth. They arc based
on a payment of 7s per head per week.
Naturally the department, which is dealing
with the whole State, when eases are ref erred
to it from very distant places, as well as
from parts of the metropolitan area, must
of necessity find sonme difficulty in dealing
with them all. Problems muay arise which
are somewhat different from those which
occur in the majority of eases. The hon.
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member, in referring to one particular case,
said that it took from the 6th February to
the 8th 'May to get for the person concerned
that to which he was entitled. Is the hon.
member of the opinion that because a person
applies for sustenance and gives certain in-
formation he is entitled to it at the rate and
i the amount for which he applies? These
things do not work out automatically. It is
necessary that somne inquiry should be made.

lon, L. Craig: I should say so.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Inquiries
were nadle into this particular case. The
departmenlt tells me that the matter referred
to by M'%r. Hall occurred in the Geraldtou
district. When the person applied in Janu-
ary of tlik year two of his sons were in sin-
ployanent. In fixing the father's rate at 14.
regard had to be paid to the other income
enjoyed by the home. That sort of thing
arises in the metropolitan area. It is nec-es-
sary for the department to safeguard it ;
fund~s bemause if it paid away money uin-
justifiably to peoiule who were not entitled
to it, someone else might have to g-o short,
The total average earnings on relief work
for the husband, plus the earnings of the
children, brought the income of the home to
£4 10s. a week. Mr. Hall was informed of
the position on the 17th February. He
quoted that date. It appears that on the 19th
April, Mr. Hfall. again approached the de-
partnmcnt when further inquiries were niade,
and the rate of the husband was increasedi
to 21s._ on the 8th Mfay. -No reprceuta-
tion was, made by M1r. Hall bet-ween the
17th February and the 19th April. Yet
he tells the liouse that it took from the
17th February to the 8th Mfay for the mail
to get that to which be was entitled.
If the department is not satisfied eon-
erning~ a ease it is entitled to make
inquiries, and give a decision on the lower
basis, and when it is satisfied that the amount
should be raised it is entitled to increase it,
endeavouring at all times to do an injustice
to no one. I could say much the same in
respect to the other eases. All of them had
to be dealt with in accordance with the facts
as they are known to the department, which
has access to information often not
available to members. This frequently puts
a different complexion on a particular ease.
The question of railway rates was dealt -with
at length by the bon. member. He
criticised the Government concerning the flat
rate charged by the Midland Railway Co.
He made it clear that the Government had

been very remiss. He quoted certain rates
on particular classes of freight over particu-
lar distances and between particular centres.
I referred the matter to the department. I
have been supplied with some information
which I will give to the House, with a view
to dispelling any idea in the minds of mem-
bers that the Government left undone some-
thing- that ought to have been done. After
Mry. Hall had compared the local rates with
what is known as the port-to-port rates, and
the rates as between rabbits and fish, he
asked, "How on earth can the Government
vontinue to allow such an inequitable set of
affairs ?" 31y reply is that the rates on the
MXidland Co's;. line, were made in accordance
with Clause 14 oif the contract for the con-
struction of the line, and have been approved
fromi time to time by various Governments.
I am. advised that when rates have been ap-
proved it i8s not the function of the Govern-
ment to vary them, but that the matter rests
entirely with the company. According to
the hon. member, what ought to have been
done, and could have been done, was. that
the Government should have said to the
company, "Although we approved of a
particular rate as between A and B, so many
years ago, wye do not approve of it to-day,
and therefore you must reduce your rate to
whatever figure is desirable." Apparently
the Government have not that power. They
have the right to approve of a rate when it
k, submitted by the Midland Railway Corn-
pany, but unless the company is prepared to
submit a variation, it is not within the power
of the Government to say another rate shall
be imposed. I am informed, however, that,
tak-en over the whole hield, there is not a
great deal of difference between the rates
over the company's lines and those operat-
ing- on the Government line. It is quite easy
to point to one particular item where there
appears to be a disparity calling for ex-
planation. It is true that the company
charges local rates but, -when the consign-
ment involves Government mileage, as well
as the M1idland company's mieg, tha
charge on the former is on a throughout
mileage basis. That is to say, as. far as the
Government mileage is concerned, the con-
signee gets the fuall benefit of the rates for
long distance haulage. I should like to have
referred to the remarks of the hon.
member who expressed concern about freight
charges on fish. Fish is a valuable product
of the sea, and large quantities are received
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at Oeraldton for transport to Perth and
Frenmantle, and quite a considerable trade
is done in that way. The bon. mema-
ber mentioned certain rates, but they were
not quite correct. I am advised that the
rate in operation for years past has been
£E5 per ton, with a minimum of one ton. The
bon, member said that the minimum was two
tons.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Like Air. Craig, I
got my figures from the department, and
they told me the minimum was two tons.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will tell the
bon. member when the two-ton mini-
mumn operates. The hon. member hasg
taken the two-ton minimum, which applies
only when bogey trucks are necessary.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall. You do not want to
send fish down by day trains, do you?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Fish is a
product that the Railway Department haul
in quite a satisfactory manner.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: That is where you
have been led astray' by the department.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not pro-
pose to enter into a debate with the hon.
member.

The PRESIDENT: I remind the boa.
member that this is not a dialogue.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: No, it is a solo.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The mini-

mum freight is one ton, and any ice used
is, charged in the weighlt. Exclusive use of
the truck is given, and the transit is by
passenger train. The minimum of two tons
is, only enforced, as I have already said,
when a bogey truck is required. The hon.
nienber would not expect a minimum of
one ton to be put into a bogey truck. That
wvould be a ridiculous proposal. The
charge, for a distance of 306 miles, cannot
be considered unreasonable. Compared with
rabbits at 50s. per ton, with a minimum of
three tons, it is not out of proportion when
the value of the two consignments is taken
into consideration. This, after all, is one of
the main factors in the calculation of rail-
way rates. The hon. member also men-
tioned a consignment of 148 dozen crayfish,
for which £7 1.7s. 9d. was charged. These
were conveyed by passenger train at half
parcels rates, which is considered reason-
able. The hon. member's calculation, how-
ever, is somewhat misleading as the cost
per dozen is just slightly over Is. and not
is. 5d. as he mentioned.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: That is the only rate
that applies.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: With regard
to the port-to-port rate of 50s. per ton
which has been in operation between the
metropolis and Geralton, this was intro-
duced when there was boat competition, and
all the Geraldton traders were obtaining
their supplies by sea. There is nothing un-
usual in that; it is done in other parts
of the Commonwealth. and of the world, as
wvell as in Western Australia, so as to meet
the particular competition by one firm when
transport a~t a particular rate is given by
another firm. It appears that the (Jerald-
ton traders were getting their freight by
boat, and as a result of that the railway
company reduced their service between Gcr-
aldton and Perth. Naturally, as business
w~as not offering, they were not running the
trains. Then, as a result of representation,
the 'Midland Company, after listening to
protests of the Geraldton townspeople in
particular, decided, as a means of restoring
the trade service, that they would reduce
the rate between Perth and fleraldton to
50s. per ton. That was submitted to the
Government, and agreed to. So I do not
know that Mr. Hall, or anyone else, has
much to complain about in that regard. It
"'as done at the request of the Oeraldton
people: they were giveni the cheap rate of
50s. per ton for a distance of over 300 miles,
and now the hon. member contends that the
freight rates to stations between Oeraldton
and Perth should be on the same basis.

lon. E. H. H. Hall: The Act gives the
Minister pow-er to approve of the rates.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, if the
company submits the rates. I have already
told the hon. member that the Government
have power to approve of the rates fixed
by the company, and that is something the
lion. member should bear in mind when cri-
ticising in the manner he was doing the
other night. Generally speaking, there
really is very little difference between the
rates on our trains and on those of the var-
ions centres between Perth and Oeraldton
over similar distances.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: That is incorrect.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I said "gen-

erally speaking. " The hon. member of
course may quote one particular instance.
We know of the old saying that one swal-
low does not make a summer, and that can
apply to the hon. member. He also ex-
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pressed concern regarding the Education
Department's activities in certain parts of
his electorate. He quoted one case rit
Pereujori, and complained-I think he read
a letter-about the lack of accommodation
at the school there. While it would he quite
possible to say that there are many schools
in the State worse off than that at Peren-
jori, that would hardly meet with the hon.
member 's approval.

Ron. E. H. H. Hall: I quite believe it.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I propose to

give the hon. member some information as
it has been supplied to mec by the depa-rt-
ment. The existing building provides
acconunodation for 50 children, while the
average attendance is .52. It cannot there-
fore he ,aid that the school is seriously
over-crowded. Because twvo teachers are
compelled to teach in the one room, how-
ever, the department some time ago re-
quested that an additional room should lie
provided a; soon as funds could be made
available, and the matter is still receiving
the consideration of the Treasurer. The
lion, member in his desire to show us how
much notice he takes of communications he
receives from various centres in his elec-
torate, forgot to give us the date of the
commnication he received.

Hon. E. H. 11. Hall: Yes, I gave it.
The CHIIEF SECRETARY: It is the

desire of the deportment to see that accom-
modation is provided for every child, but
there niust be occasions when this cannot be
done immnediately, and the best possible
arrangements are 'made. Schools are pro-
gressively being improved to the extent of
being fitted with new desks, and better
accommodation provided. With reg-ard to
the High School at Geraldton, I have re-
ceived some information in reply to the
statements, made by the hon. member, who
comp1 lained about certain work not having
been done.

lHon. E. H. H. Hall: And I mentioned the
work that had been done.

The PRESIDENT: I hope the hon. mnem-
ber will refrain from interrupting.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: A suim of
£324 10s. has been spent on repairs to the
school and quarters, and L2,434 spent on
school buildings in Geraldton. Thus it will
3P sreen that that town has not been neglected
:o the extent the hon. member would have
is believe.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: I simply stated facts.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am) advised
by the department that the hig-h school sec-
tion of the Geraldton District High School
teaches children up to the leaving certificate
stage in all subjects, including science. A
special science room was, provided and
apparatus installed for teaching physics
and chemistry. The head teacher elected to
take agricultural science as the subject for
the leaving certificate. The present head
teacher has requested that the department
should extend the course to include biology
and hygiene and arrangements arc being
maide by the department to supply school
aplparatus and material required for those
subjects. The school will then provide a full
science course. .Jnst for information I should
like to state that since its inception the dis-
trict high school at Gcraldton has an excel-
lent record in leaving certificate exanina-
tions as the following figures will show. in
19,34 five were presented and] five pas'ed, in
1935 eight were presented and seven passed;
in 1936 five were presented and four passed.
That sclioool's record in resipect of junior
university certificates is equally good. Glen-
erally speaking-, the equipment for school
purposes in that school is as serviceable as
that of any other State school. I look upon
nmn of these matters as being really trivial,
but I felt that in justice to the bon. member,
who spent a lot of time in dealing with themt,
it was desirable I should offer replies. Now
I should like to refer to the question raised
hy 'Mr. Mile- wvith regaIrd to Yampi Sound.
I am pleased, and no doubt the Government
will also he pleased to kiiow, that in the
neCwspaperC this morning there was published
an assurance that the Federal Government
did not propose to interfere with the
arrangements for the opening up of the iron
deposits at Yamipi. I am prepared to admit
that it mneans so much to all concerned, and
I have no doubt that there is a huge valuable
deposit of iron ore on the island that will be
opened up, and will provide work for a large
number of mevn for a long time. It -will have
the additional effect of encouraging trade in
other directions and, I hope, although there
are difficulties in the wvay, it will result in
assisting the cattle industry in the North.
There are many other ways in which the
opening up of these deposits will prove to
the advantage of the State, and particularly
the Far North. It has always been strange
to Inc that there should hare been, at any
time, any suggestion that the Commonwealth
Government were liely to interfere with the
arrangements made, particularly in view of
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the fact that at all stages of the negotiations
connected with this proposal, the Common-
wealth Government were taken into the con-
fidence of the State Government by being
supplied with all the information available
to ourselves. While it is within the scope
of the State Government to deal with leases
as they have, it is within the province of the
Federal Government to prohibit the export
of iron ore if they feel it desirable to do so.
In view of the fact that such a large sum of
money has already been spent, and upwards
of £12,006 is being spent monthly by the
company in connection with the proposal, it
would have been particularly hard upon
them if they had been forced to close down
as a result of action by the Federal Govern-
mnent, as was sugcested recently.

Hon. J. Cornell: There has been no pub-
lic statement to the effect that the Common-
wealth Government intended to do anything.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, but there
baa been a lot of kite-flying and propaganda.

Hon. J. Cornell: In wvar parlance there
have been "furphies" or mulga wires.

The CHIEF SECHREiTARY: The hon.
mnember can call them what he likes, but he
must recognise that the position wvas being
regarded rather seriously by those persons
who understood it. The sugzestion that
there was; a possibility of tile Federal Gov-
ernment placing an emnbargo on the export
of iron ore from the State was a v'erv serios
niatter to the people concerned.

Honi. J, Cornell: What did the Minister
for External Affairs, Sir George Pearce,
say yesterday?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have some
references to what Sir George Pearse said.
For instance, he said-

The Coverient have no desire unnecessarily
to deny to any foreign countries access to our
raw materials. The Glovernment have in mind
a general survey of the iron resources of Aus-
tralia in order that it mnay be ascertained
whether the total Australian supplies are more
than adequate f or the a9nticipated future needs
of tile nation. The State Governments have
beeta asked to await tile final results or the
survey before granting any further miniag
leases or other mining rights which would) hare
as their objective the export of iron ore to
foreign countries.

Hon. L. Craig: But others are already ex-
porting iron ore to foreign countries.

The CHIEF SECRETARY' Exactly, and
that made it all the harder to understand
the kite-flying that hag been indulged in,
perhaps on account of private interests,, that
indicated the. Federal Government's inten-

tion, to prohibit a trade that has continued
for so long, without the Commonwealth
authorities baring anything definite to say
about it.

Hon. J. Cornell: What did the Govern-
ment tell Senator McDonald the other day?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Senator Mc-
Donald asked the question, "Have the Gov-
ernment decided to prohibit the export of
iron ore from Yampi Sound to Japan?"
Sir George Pearce answered that question
in the negative. It is remarkable that, after
all the correspondence that has passed be-
tween the State Government and the Coin-
monwealth Government on this matter, that
is the first intimation that we have had. So,
I say, that the protests that have been made
by the State Government have been per-
fectly justified. Neverthless, I ant very
pleased to have this intimiation through the
Press, and I assume that the reply that will
Come fromt the Federal Governent to the
correspondence addressed to them by the
State Government, -will con-firm what ap-
peared in this morning's issue of the "WiYest
Australian."

Hon, G. W, Miles: The Comimonwealth
Government have as much right to seek
information in this instance as Mr. Hall,
for example. had to seek information re-
gvarding sustenance matters from the State
Government.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Undoubtedly
the Federal Government had every righit to
seek info rmation, but, as I have already ex-
plained, the State Government provided the
Commonwealth Government with all the in-
formation at their disposal at all stages of
the negotiations, and so they were fully
aware of the conditions laid downt, and so
forth. The Commonwealth Government even
wvent so far as to agree to the company in-
volved i this particular p~roposition having
three Japanese representatives on the island
for the lpurpose of testing the ore that was
to be obtained. That in itself shows that
the Commonwealth Government were wveil
aware of what was taking place. The
trouble, as 1 said, is that apparently the
suggestion was made that nothing should be
done until the prulpsed survey of the iron
ore deposits of Australia wvas completed.
Anyone with experience in such miatters
must he aware that a survey of that de-
scription would take a long time, perhaps
yearvs. The suggestion appeared to be that
the State Government were to wait until
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the survey had been completed, in wicih
event, of course, I do not think there is
any doubt that the company concerned
could not possibly carry on their opera-
tions. The suggestion was unwarranted,
particularly in view of the fact that iron
ore has been exported from the Common-
wealth to Japan for years past to the ex-
tent of some 200,000 tons per annum.

Hon. J. Cornell: The British nation has
decided to re-aim.

The P'RESII)ENT: Order!
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will dleal

with one, or two remarks maide by Mr.
Holmes. On his return from a visit to the
North, he was rather eulogistic with regard
to sonie matters, and he made special refer-
enees to the implrovfeents effected reg-ard-
ing hospital services both for white people
and] for natives. My experience of Mr.
Holmes is that when he stark to shower at
few homuet,, tine should look for nig-gers in
the woodpile.

lHon. J. J. Holmes: Andi I find a good
malny, too.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Runnig
trite to form, Mr. Holmes,, after showering
bouquets on the departments concerned, sud-
denly became very critical as usual. I would]
not for one moment think that the hon.
member desired to mislead the House, but
I must say hie was not quite accurate in
his statements. There, again, as I said be-
fore, criticism of that t 'ype is either based
on erroneous information or the hmon. tuem-
ber has been somewhat ill-infonned. 31r.
Holmes took credit for having, as he said,
live: .'d up the department.

Hon. J. .1. Holnies: I should say so, and(
you know it too.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: le said that
by reason of his visit to Broomne, and the
report presented to him by the Broome Road
Board, following upon representations made
by him, the leprosarium had been installed
at Derby and other improvements effected in
other hospitals. He said that the report
that w-as compiled was so drastic that he was
not gamne to have it published. I can assure
Mr. Holmes that that had] nothing whatever
to do with the position.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is not so.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I happen to

have had something to do wvith the matter,
and I tell Mr. Holmes now that his report
had nothing to do with it at all. If the re-
port he refers to had been publihed, it

could easily have been shown that what he
regarded as essential portions of the state-
ment were not strictly accurate. However,
unquestionably there have been considerable
improvements effected, and I am glad that
Mr. Holmes recognised the fact. He went
on to deal with the question of natives being
put between white sheets in hospitals.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I did not refer to that
on the Address-in-reply.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am taking
this opportunity to reply to the honourable
member. He may have made those remarks
in connection with a motion relating to the
medical fund to he established in the in-
terests of the natives. In viewv of the fact
that I cannot speak again on that particular
motion, I presume I have the right to refer
to the matter Jiow.

Hon. J. J. H1olmes: As usual, you want
the last word.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Holmes
cannot have visited many native hospitals, or
he would not have madle a remark of that
description. He wvas certainly eulogistic re-
garding the native hospital at Port Hedland
andi also regarding the doctor associated with
that institution.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The doctor is a very
flue man.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. No
doubt eoudderable improvements have been
effected and that is appreciated by all con-
cerned.

Hon. J. .f. Holmes: It pleases me, and
that is accomplishing a lot.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: M 'v word, I
am sure it is! Insofar as medical services
to the natives are concerned, since the medi-
cal officer for the North, Dr. Davis, was ap-
pointed, much valuable work has been car-
ried out. While 'Mr. Holmes suggested the
other evening that the incidence of leprosy
was more serious than lpeople down South
were prepared to admit, I am pleased to say
that the survey being carried out by Dr.
Davis, which is almost complete, shows that
the incidence is nothing like as great as it
was assumed to be 12 months ago. That is
one of the most pleasing features of the
doctor's report. Apparently, most of the
cases have been found in a given area, and
while there is a fair sprinkling of other
diseases in various districts that will involve
hospital treatment, it cannot he said that
leprosy is rampanit in those districts to the
extent wve were told it was and we expected
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it to be. We can be very pleased on that
score. Mr. Holmes also dealt with the em-
ployment of natives in the pearling industry.
I think those remarks were made during the
Address-in-reply debate.

Hon. J. J1. Holmes: No. You are getting
in two speeches on the one motion.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
think so. The hon. member did refer to that
matter, and I ain right in saying that when
lie returned fromn the North he granted an
interview to the Press.

Hon. G-. W. Miles: I think be must have
bought the paper!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He made a
statement that, if I mistake not, was similar
to the one hep made in this Chamber.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What was that?
The CHJEF SECRETARY: I do not

think the hon,. member would deliberately
try to mislead members. I think the in-
formation on which he based his remrks
was absolutely wrong. He was dealing with
the question of the employment of native
boys by the pearlers at Broome and said tlint
by virtue of the recent amendment to the
Aborigines Act, now known as the Native
Administration Act, the employment of boys
on the pearling vessels was prohibited.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That is so.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: In view of

the long discussions in this Chamber and
the fact that that particular measure re-
ceived such a thorough examination when it
was considered by members 12 months ago,
I should hove thought Mr. Holmes would
have known that the Act did nothing of the
kind. The hion, member looks surprised.
That provision was included in the 1005
Act and has been in operation all this time.
Yet the hon. member said that the measure
passed last year had the effect of prevent-
ig, the employment of aboriginal boys on
pearling vessels. For his information I will
give somne facts. The law has provided since
1905 that Rio native--as these people are
now called-under the age of 16 years mar'
work on a ship or in connection with a
ship or boat. Would the hon. member allow
children to go to sen, particularly on a
pearling boat ? Of course not. Mr. Holmes
said that those lads may not work in a
pearling shed, but that just shows how little
lie knows of the subject. They have always
been allowed to work in a pearning shed and
may be so employed at present.

Hon. J. J1. Holmes: What does the Act
say ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: One would
think it had been the custom to employ
numbers of these people in the pearling in-
dustry for some years, but that is quite an
error. Very few have been employed at
any time. However, I do not wish to pur-
sue the subject, as I feel sure that when
the hon. member looks into the matter he
will find that he was mistaken or wrongly
advised. His only other remark to which
I wish to make reference was that concern-
iag the happy family life of natives on sta-
tions. He said that that happy family life
would be broken up if the medical fund
came into operation under the conditions
laid down in the regulations. That was a
wvild and extravagant statement and it can-
not be bornie out by any information in my
p~ossession. It also goes to show that the
hon. member is perhaps not as well acquain-
ted with the native problem of the North
as he would have the House believe. While
there are stations where the conditions
described by Mr. Holmes do exist, the de-
partmental officials know from experience
that those conditions do not apply to a lot
of stations by a long way. While it is
quite possible that some of the stations
visited by Mr. Holmes during his trip could
,how all that he said lie saw, there are
some stations which I have visited and
which lie has not visited wvhere the extreme
opposite is the ease. 3Mr. Holmes's refer-
ence to the pearlers at Broonie and to a re-
ceat amendment of the hawr preventing any
boy Under the age of 1ii being employed on
or in connection with any boat or ship
shows that he is under a misapprehension.
I have already stated that such a provision
has been in operation since 1905.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And not enforced?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, en-
forced. We do not mind other boys being
employed on a pearling boat under a white
master but we object to their being em-
ployed under an Asiatic master, and Mfr.
Holnies knows the rea~on for flint. Mr.
Holmes said that native boys had been em-
ployed by "lveallers in the past, but the de-
partment's records do not to anyv extent
hear out that assertion. The employment
of natives in the pearling industry during
the last ten years or so has not been exten-
sive. Except in one year there have never
been more than 1.0 so employed legally, the
greatest number having been 21 in 1935
when business was bad and engine-boats not
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niuch in use, but those were men of all
atres. Yet the lion. member suggested that
the department would be saddled with a
tremendous responsibility if we put into
operation somiethingl that has been operat-
ing since 19015. One other matter I wish
to mention in reply to a statement made by
AMr. Seddon relating to the police. He was
decaling with the question of gratuities paid
to members of the police force retiring as
ai resnlt of sickness or injury and also to
the widow of a policeman who died as a re-
sit of injuries received while on duty. In
order to hie strictly correc-t I propose to read
a reply received from the Commissioner of
Police, as, follows:-

In. connection with the attached transcript
I would advise you with respect to items (a)
tlit such matters aie under the control of
die Police 'Fund Board, which has no connee-
tion with. the Poller Ilepa)rruent; neither is
the Polico Dhplartnient represented on such
1board.

T hlave, however, been advised by thet secre-
tary of the hoard that in neither of the cases
menltioned by Mr. Seddon is the information
in accordance with the tackt,

With respect to the first case mentioned, the
officer referred to was retired from the service
airter I61/2 years seirvie onl medical grounds as
the result Of ain injury received whilst on duty.
This officer received a gratuity of £876 5s. 7d
front the fund, aind a special gratuity of £278
ose M0., making a total payment of £6M54 10s.
8id. During his period of service this offier
contributed anl anmunt (of £122 109. only to
the fiud.

With rugard to tile second case referred to,
there is no record oif any claim of this nature
ever having been made to the board, and no
paymenit of £C1410 over nid above anl ordinary
gratuity has been made to the widow of a
polic officer-

In regard in thme matter of promotion, nll
such promotions are wade strictly in accord-
nce With the regulation, a copy of which is
attachied, and every officer who considers hie has
a claimn to promotion in preference to an officer
nominated is given the opportunity of placing
his claim before the Promotional Board before
the proposed promotion is mnade. This does
not, however, apply to members of the C.I.B.
in regard to proposed promotions in the oni-
forin branch.

Hot). L, Craig: A very misleading cir-
cullar if What you say is, correct.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It happens
to be olie of my. depailnments and I amn sure
the Commissioner wvould] be very careful in
anupplying this information. To conmplete
the reply let me quote the conditions under
which promotions, are made, reading only

those having a bearing onl the point raised
by the hon. member-

5. Subjeact to the proviso hereinafter Con-
tained, no member of the force shall be pro-
moted to any rank until hie has passed the
examination qualifying for such promotion.

6. Subject to the general [.revisions of these
regulations, the method of recommending a
member for promotion shalt lie as follows-

(a) The Commissioner of Police shall keep
a register in which lie shall enter the names
of all candidates who hanve qualified for pro-
motion.

(b) There shall be a hoard, to he called
the Promotional Board, which shall consist of
the Commissioner of Police, who shall be
chairman, and all available commissioned
officers stationed between. Perth, Geralton,
Kalgoorlie, 'Narrogin, and Fremantle.

(e) The board shall hold meetings at
Perth as often as may lie dleemed necessary.

(d) The Commissioner Shall from time to
tuna extract traim the register the names of
members of the force whom lie coasiders
eligible for proniotion, and shall publish
those names in the ''Police Gazette " at least
one calendar month before the next sitting
of the board to deal with the matter.
(e) During the period of one calendar month
from the date of the puiblicationl of the
names, any member of the force, wvho con-
siders his name should have been included in
the list of names SO paublishmed, may complain
to the board stating his reasons in writing
for the complaint.

(f) At the expiration of suich period of
one calendar month or as soon thereafter as
may be practicable, the hoard ehll~ con-
sider the namnes of inembers of the force sob-
mitted. by the Commissioner and any com-
plaints lodged by other members of the
force, anti Shall then settle the promotional
list.
7. The Promotional Boardl when sittimig

shall inquire into the qualifications of the par-
ticular candidates and recommend for promo-
Lion the memh-er or members of the force wvin,,
on the ground of efficiency, is or are considered
most suitable. In the event of an equality of
efficiency of two or more, mecmmbers of the force,
the Senior r-in shall be so reeomiimentled. The
board shall also, whien inquiring into the quali-
fications of Candidates, collect all inferination
possible from such available sources as are
open to the bonard, and when a senior candidate
is passed over shall, iii writing, state their
reason for so doing..
While the hion. member doubtless made his

saeetin good faith, I submit that, in
view of the information supplied to me, thle
statement is not borne out by the facts,. I
have dealt with the more important ques-
tions raised dluring the debate. There are
quite a number of minor points upon which
I have not touched. There are also some
upon which I have endeavoured to g-et inl-
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formation that has not come to band, but
when I do receive it, I shall pass it on to
the members concerned.

Hon. J. Cornell: Is there anything new
in regard to the Sunday trading of hotels'?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: ,I could say
a lot on that subject, but I do not propose
to do so at this juncture. I conclude by
thanking members for the very patient hear-
ing they have griven me.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

On motion by the Chief Secretary re-
solved: That the Address he lpresented to
His Excellency the JLieut.-Governor by the,
President and such members as may desire
to accompany him.

BILLS (3)-FIRST READING.
1, Federal Aid Roads (New Agreement

Authorisation) Act Amendment.
2, Main Roads Act Amendment.
3, MNail] Roads Act Amendment Act, 1932,

Amendment.
Received from the Assemnbly.

['The Deputy President tool. the Chair.]

BILL-ACTORIES AN~ID SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Beayning.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. AV. H.
Kitson-West) [9.3] in moving the second.
reading said: This Bill is much the same
as the Bill I introduced last session. There
arc, however, some variations, more or less
of an important character, to which T pro-
pose a little later to refer, but, generally
Speaking, it is the same comprehensive mea-
sure which has been submitted to this Chamn-
her on several occasions in recent y-ars.
Several times we have endeavoured to an-end
the Factories and Shops Act of 1920, an
Act which, when it was first passed, was
considered by ourselves and by other com-
petent authorities in other parts, to he
a marked advance on the industrial lenzs-
lation which was then in existence thnougii-
out the Commonwealth. Since that timei
many advances have been made in other
States of the Commonwealth, and in prac-
tically all countries in the world, not only
Eng-lish-speaking countries, but foreign
countries too. Perhaps as a result of the'
activities of the International Labour Offi-e,

other eountrieR have now g~one very far
ahead of the provisions contained in our
own Act of 1920. 1 therefore offer Ho e--
vuses for again introducing this particular
mneasure.

lHon. L. Craig: Have other State,; and
other countries gone as far as the preset
Bill goes?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In inany
vn.t;vs they have gone farther.

Ifon. J. Nicholson: Do you happen to
[lave comparisons?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I could give
the honourable member a number of corn-
paiasons, but I will deal with the subject in
uly own way. On the last occasion on which
I introduced this measure, I spent a great
dleal of time explaining to members the full
import of every clause. I made compari-
sons of aill kinds and a special appeal to
members to give serious consideration to the
Bill, telling them that if there should be any
particular points on which they desired addi-
tional information I would he only too
pleased to do as I usually do, namely, to give
all the information possible during the Corn-
nmittee stage. Unfortunately, although I
dealt with the matter very fully, this House
was; not prepared to take my interpretation
and( my explanation of the -various clauses
contained in the Bill. The hen. main-
her whbo followed me after I had introduced
the Bill put an entirely different interpreta-
tion on many of the clause.,. Notwith-
standing the assurances of my' self and the
statements made by others suI-porting MEL in
this Chamber, bon. members preferred
ait that time to accept the interpretation of
1Mr. Baxter. As a result of that, notwith-
standing the very comprehensive way in
which I replied on that occasion and dealt
with every point that had been raised, this
ifouse did not agree that the Bill should
reach the Conmmittee stage. Therefore, per-
haprs hion. members were denied a little
miore mforniatiou which would have been
supplied had the Bill been dealt with in
Committee, as I fully anticipated it would
have been on that occasion. This tune I do
not propose to deal as comprehensively with
the clauses, in introducing the Bill, a, I did
the last year. Nevertheless, I think that be-
tore I sit down I wilt have given members
who care to listen a sufficient inidication of
what is contained in the Bill to allow them
to form their own opinions and to investigate
the particular clauses of the Bill with a view
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to doing justice when it reaches the Com-
mittee stage, which I hope it will do this
time.

Hoan. C. F. Baxter: I spent a lot of time
on this Bill before I addressed the House on
the last occasion.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
doubtintr that for one moment. I should
imagine front the hon. member's remarks
that he spent 1 lot of time on the Bill, but I
cannot admit that the time was well spent.
I regret that I had to remark in closing the
debate that notwithstanding my definite
assuranleA and the authorities I quoted in
support of my contention, the ho,,. member
still insiste1 thiat his interpretation was right
and mine, was wrong. He got the majority'
of members in this House to agree with him.

Hon. J. J1. Holmes: The Hill was here
f rom the 11th November to the 1st December.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Quite so.
The Bill ha, been before the House on many
occasios. The dates mentioned by the hon.
member cover a p)eriod of something like
three wveeks. Surely in that period members
had ant opportunity of informing themselves,
as to the contents of the Hill. However, T
do not intend at this point to deal with that
part of the discussion any further. I do
want to impress upon members this fact, that
I believe it essential, if members are really
to understand the Bill, that they shall not
ond*ly 114cr to what I have to say, hut study'
the Bill for themselves, and not lie prepaied
to accept, a., too many members dlid on the
last occasion, the statements of some member
who claims that a certain clause means some-
thing or other, On that occasion one speaker
was followed by other members who said
that in view of the fact that such and such
a clause meant so-and-so according to 'Mr.
Baxter. Mr'. Holmes or 'Mr. Miles, us the ca'e
might he, they could not agree with it, thus
basing their opposition to the Bill on what
other niersen said, without doing necessary
research themselves. It would not take mem-
hers Iorur, to comnpare the amendments in this
Bill wvith the parent Act. The Factories and
Shops Act has been dealt with on many
occasions in this House, and the principles9
embodied in the amending Bill are very
clear-cut. There is nothing very difficult
for inenihers to understand. I propose to
explain to members the difference between
this Bill and the Bill I introduced last ses-
sion, so that they will know whether an.,
item or items to which they were particularly
opposed last 'year are included in this Bill.
The principles involved and the condition-

necessitating the efforts to get this Act
-intended so many times have not changed
with the passing of the years. There is no
material difference to-day as compared with
12 months ago. Consequently, the arguments
which I would use on this occasion are the
same as 1 used on the last occasion. I may
be able-I think I will-to supp~ly variations
and additional eases or examples in respect
of particular clauses as we come to them
fronm time to time. But generally speaking
the principles involved are just the sanme.
Tme conditions which gave rise to the desire
for an amendment of the Act have not
changed at all, unless it be that they have
taken a turn for the worse and made it more
imperative than eve,' that the Act be
amended. Again I point out that bon. aleat-
bers have accepted the erroneous interpreta-
tions placed on the more important clauses
rather than accept my assurances as to what
those clauses really meant. On the last occa-
sion I gave the reasons why the Bill was
brought down, and I think I cannot do better
than, repeat, in brief, what I said last session.
The Hill has been brought dowvn in an en-
deavour-(a) to establish more equitable
trading conditions as between occupiers of
industrial establishments-which I think a
highly important point, as equitable trading
conditions affect the employer just as much
as the employee; (b) to rectify certain
existing anomalies in respect of the wages
and working conditions of employees en-
gaged in factories, shops., and wvarchouseq;
and (e) to improve the machinery provi-
sions of the principal Act. I think we are
nll aware that where anomalies occur, espe-
cially in working conditions, they fre-
quently lead to trouble of one kind or an-
other. We should endeavour as far as we
possibly can to prevent those anomalies
existing any longer than is necessary.

Hon. L. Craig: Cannot the Arbitration
Court be used to remove those anomalies?

The CHIEF SECRETARY; As regards
improving the machinery provisions of the
principal Act, it is highly desirable that the
machinery' which the Bill proposes to put
into operation, and which is to be utilised
by the Chief Inspector of Factories under
the, Minister, should be as smooth working
.as possible, and that we should endeavour
to simplify matters where wve can, so that
employers particularly shall not be put to
anyI inconvenience, and also to ensure that
both parties, emuployers and employees,
shall have no difficulty in understanding the
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actual position. Mr. Craig's remark of a
moment ago as to whether this could not be
rectified by the Arbitration Court reminds
me that one of the so-called strong argu-
ments used on the last occasion against the
passing of such a Bill as this was a state-
ment, made by more than one member, that
these were matters which could be, and
should be, dealt with by the Arbitration
Court. I pointed out on that occasion that
with one exception there was nothing in the
Bill that could be dealt with by the Arbi-
tration Court, save tinder exceptional cir-
curnstances, and that on one or two occa-
sions the Arbitration Court had stated very,
definitely that these wvere matters for the
Legislature. I said that therefore we were
hringing forward the Bill with a view to
giving- effect to the desire of the Arbitration
Court expressed in one or two cases. My
argument, of course, went for nothing; and,
worse still, when a Bill to amend the In-
dustrial Arbitration Act was brought before
this Chamber, instead of the House dealingl
with that measure with a view to giving-
powvers which would ease the position, that
Bill also was subjected to the same treat-
ment as the Bill to amiend the Factories and
Shops Act. In accordance with my ideas
of how I should introduce the present Bill.
I propose to give hon. members its main
[)rovisions with. at this juncture, very brief
comment from my self. The definition of thle
term ''factory'' is amended to include any
place where People are engaged in any
manufacturing process or where any meeia-
nical appliance is used in packing goods for
transport. It is nlso provided that the Afii-
ister shall have power to declare as a
factory for the purposes of the Act any'
premises used as a dwellingplaee in which
four or less persons, nll members of one
family. are engaed. In another clause, NO.
63, it is provided that the Minister may re-
robe such a declaration.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Did you say "four or
less persons"?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. Hon.
members will recollect that one of the
clauses which caused quite a lot of debate
in this House on the last occasion was this
clause. Although I pointed out some glar-
ing instances where competition as between
a factory of this class and other factories
was utterly unfair, and although I dealt
comprehensivel 'y with that point, other mem-
hers dlid not seem to think there was any-
thing in the argument put forwvard. in

one or two instances they declared that, if
for no other reason, they would oppose the
Bill because of that clause. So it dlid not
matter what value there was in the remain-
ing clauses of the Bill; beause of that one
clause those members were g-oing to defeat
the Bill. Some other membeis took objec-
tion to other clauses, and said that for that
reason they had no time for the Bill and
thei clove would vote against the second
reading. So it went on. I suggest now
that in all fairness we arc entitled to have
the Bill dealt with in Committee. Let us
there deal with every clause on. its merits.
If the House is not prepared to agree to
some of the clauses, let us pass those clauses
to which the Hiouse does agree. Almos:t any
one of' those elauses would be of great ad-
vanltage either to employers or to em-
ployees. 'Moreover, there are some clauses
which are urgently requireJl. Even though
we cannot get everything that b in the Bill,
surely to goodness there are some points
which are of value to all sections of the
community.

lion. J1. Nicholson: Which would you say
a1re the most urgent clauses?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: All of them,
as tar as I am concerned. By the time I
finish, the hon. member will realise-

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! I
hope that the usual course in second reading
will lhe followed, and that the principles of
the Bill will be dealt with, and not specific
clauses.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is just
what I am trying to do.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But hon.
members will interject and ask, "Which
particular clause?" This is contrary to the
usual procedure.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If hon.
localI)rs Wv~ bear with me for a little while
longer, I shall be able to give the main
points of the Bill and also state the varia-
tions of which I have spoken. I feel that
iii vie"- of the great interest taken in the
measure onl a previous occasion, there is no
need for me to go into many details now.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I hope you will be
more accurate in regard to your interpreta-
tion than you were in regard to the abo-
rizines qjuestion.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope the
hon. member will have anl opportunity
of raising that question at some other time.
I assure him that every word I said was cor-
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reet, and that the hon. member was wrong
in his statement.

The I)EPUTY PRESIDENT: I hope that
no reference to that subject will be made for
the time beingv beyond what the Minister has
said;

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I can point
out at this stage that Section 4 of the pro-
seat Act exempts such premises from the
operation of this provision when no mnachin-
ery in excess of one horsepower is used.
Probably hoii. members will recall the
debate onl that point. The present Bill goes
on to provide for a uniform working week
of. 44 hours for all factory employees, subject
to variation by awards or common-rule
agreements under the Arbitration Act, and,
further, to limit the number of hours which
may he worked in one day. In connection
with a previous Bill. it was said that this
clause over-rode the Arbitration Court, but
the Factories, and( Shops Act has always con-
tained a section dealing with the maximum
number of hours which may be worked in
one day in factories, and more particularly
in those factories and places which are not
covered hy awards of the Arbitration Court.
But where the Arbitration Court has nade
an award or there has been an industrial
agreement setting out different sets of hour.,
from those stated in the Factories and
Shops Act. then of course the award or in-
dustrial aervencut holds good. We desirv
on this occasion to provide a uniform work-
ing week of 41 hours for all factory em ploy-
es. The Bill also sets out to prevent eva-
sions of the provisions of the Act and of
award- of the Arbitration Court by provid-
ing that all persons working in a factory
shall be deemed to he employed from the
time they commence work until the time the~y
leave the premises. I have previously gone
to a lot of trouble to explain the reasons for
that provision. There are good souand rea-
sons for a provision of that kind. It has
been recommended not only by myself as
Mfinister, but also by the inspectors and
especially hr' the Chief Inspector. Those
officers have many difficulties to contend
with, and I think that when memibers *go
over the arguments which hare been -used
previously, and, asc I have said, listen to the
argiLunents now to he put forward, flier will
probabl 'y be prepared to accept the clause.
The Bill also provides that all workers, irre-
sp~eetive of aL-e or sex. workingr either in
shops, factories or -warehouses, and not cur-

ered by an award or an industrial agree-
mnent under the Arbitration Act, shall be
allowed a holiday on 11 specified days.
This is another clause which, it was previ-
ously claimed, overrides the Arbitration
Court. In fact it does nothing of the kind.
The Factories and Shops Act has always
contained a stipulation that certain days
shall be holidays for factory workers. This
particular clause simply amounts to a pro-
vision which has existed since. 1920, or he-
fore. Then, by amending Section 45 of the
principal Act We are endeavouring to pro-
vide that no person who is over the age of 21
rears and who is employed in a factory, shop
.or walrehouse shall he paid less than the
basic wage. Onl this provision I shall prob-
ably hare the full support of the House.
At any rate, I hope so. Onl innumerable
occasions members have said that we should
leave the fixing of wvages, and also of the
basic wage, to the Arbitration Court. That
is done. But what do we find? We find
that owing to a particular section in the
Factories and Shops Act it is possible for
adult workers, and especially adult fenxalc
workers, to be employed for, in many in-
stances, the wages of a junior. That is
simuply because of a weakness in that sec-
tion of the Factories and Shops Act. 'Mem-
bers. will no doubt recall the gruat length at
which I dealt with that point last year. I
d1o feel that if there is one principle this
lfollsc should support it is the payment of
at least the basic wvage to -in adult female
or male, where she or he is fully employed.
The Bill also proposes to fix on a grada-
ated scale the minimum rates of wages for
junior workers, employed in a factory, shop
oir warehouse, when such workers. are not
cover~ed by an award or agreement under
the Arbitration Act. There again the Fac-
tories and Shops Act has always contained
a provision of that kind. All that the Bill
endeavour., to do is to amend deficiencies
which have appeared in that Act. I empha-
sise that tile Clause applies only to those
,workers who are- not covered by anl Arbitra-
tion Court award or agreement. It is also
desired hr the Bill to make it an offence
to offer or accept a p~remitlmf in respect of
employment in any factory, shop or ware-
house, and it will also be an offence for any
newspaper to publish any advertisement
offering the payment of a premium for
employment. I do not think it requires
Munch Lur-umnU2Ht from rae to convince the
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House that this is a very just provision. It
is aiso desired. to prevent any person car-
rying on the business of a hairdresser from
conducting a so-called hairdressing school,
or from teaching the trade of his business,
except the person receiving the instruction
is properly apprenticed. However, there is
nothing in the proposal to prevent pupils
from being taught hairdressing and the kin-
dred art of beauty culture at schools for
this purpose. Occupiers of establishments
engaged in the furniture anti breadmaking
industries have been able to circumvent the
intentions of the Act Andl of awards and
agreemients by a ver 'y effective stratagem.
The Act stipulates that where workers in a
factory are subject to an award or agree-
ment, the occupier of such premises must
himself cease work and cause the working
operations of the factory also to cease at
the hour his employees finish their labours
for the day. This section of the Act has
been rendered largely inoperative by cer-
tam eniplovers. By entering into partnership
agreements with their employees, or issuing
shares to them, those circumventing the in-
tentions of the Act in this regard can claim
that they no longer employ any workers sub-
ject to an award or the provisions of the Act.
The Bill provides against the continuation
of this practice and it is now proposed to
force faetories to cease working at the time
prescribed for the cessation of work by em-
ployees engaged therein where such employ-
ees come under the provisions of an award.
It will be necessary for me when in Coin-
inittee to substantiate the claims of justice
for the provision, and it will be a particu-
larly easy task. It is essential that this
clause should be agreed to. Then the Hill
proposes to facilitate the introduction of
.special reg-ulations for the protection of
health aid life in dangerous trades. The pro-
posails embodied in Clause 28, dlealing with
the promulgation of special regulations to
govern the operations of dangerous and un-
healthy' trades. sre modelled on the English
Factories and Workshops Act, 1901. These
amendments will enable manufacturers and
others to object to any of the proposed new
regulations. Previously it was said that no
opportunity was given manufacturers and
others to object to any new regulations, but
this Bill meets that contention. When such
objections are raised, the -Minister may
order an inquiry to be conducted by a com-
petent person, with a view to ensuring that
the reg-ulations arc given special considera-

f161I

tion before their promulgation. Amongst the
main proposals of the Hill are those pro-
viding for the abolition of the late shopping
night throughout the State and the observ-
ance of the universal half-holiday. There
are in Western Australia 111 shopping dis-
tricts and in more than half of those dis-
tricts, namely 85, the btatunry half-holiday
is on Saturday. In three of the State's
shopping districts a late shopping night has
been abolished, but it still persists in the
others, operating on Saturday in 41 dis-
tricts, on, Friday in 63 districts, and on
Thursday in four districts. There is no
doubt that the main factor which has mili-
tated against the adoption of the Saturday
half-holiday when the poll has been taken
in each district has been the fear that an
adjoining shopping district would be placed
at a trading advantage. The Bill, however,
by providing that the half-holiday shall he
universal, overcomes this objection and
places all the towns on an equal footing.
The provisions of the present Act governing
the number of hours which constitute the
working week were enacted many years ago.
They provide that all females and boys
working in factories cannot be worked be-
yond the maximum of 81/2 hours in any one
day or 44 hours in any one week. A pro-
posal in the present measure seeks to make
working hours uniform, so that the 44-hour
working week will become universal in all
factories throughout the State. The pro-
posed working week will, of course, be sub-
ject to variation by awards or common-rule
agreements under the Arbitration Act. Also
the 44-hour week shall apply to all shop
assistants irrespective of age and sex. The
Bill goes further in an endeavour to
secure uniformity of hours worked
by those employees. While womien and
boys are deemed to be employed during any
period they are found on factory premises,
the Act makes no similar provision in respect
of miale employees. Consequently, some
difficulty is experienced in enforcing the pro-
visions of the Act relating to working hours
and overtime. To remove all opportunities
for evasion, the Bill seeks to apply to adult
male wvorkers the provision relating to
women and boys found oil factory premises
after hours. We are also endeavouring to
provide that the employer shall keep a
weekly record of the hours worked by his
eniployees. There has been a lot of trouble
in connection with that in the past, but it
ought not to be difficult to rectify. We have
in this Bill the same provisions relating to
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the registration of factories as wvere to he sion in the Bill now before us doe., not in any
found in last vear's Hill. Broadly speaking,
I would say that that statement'covers the
main points of the Bill. Now I should like
for a few minutes to deal with the alterations
in this Bill as compared with the Bill of last
year, so that members may the more easily
follow their own ideas with regard to the
various arguments that were used onl pre-
vious occasions in op 1po~ition to certain pro-
visisons. There is in this Bill provision that
wheie a person is employed in both a factory
and a shop by the same employer, he shall
be deemed to be employed in a factory. At
the first glance it seemis strange that a pro-
vision of that kind should be necessary, but
it is a fact that there are eases where tin cia-
11103'e is employed both in a shop) and in a
factory by the same employer, and, remark-
able to relate, he has been emiployed almost
as a full-time worker in both c.Atiblishinints,
thus working approxinmately 80 hours per
week instead of 40 hours per week as pro-
vided by the Act. I mention that as a point
that I will have to raise.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You compllain that
they work double-time.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. I am
right when I say that that is trpyical of the
reasons submitted making clear why these
amendments should be inserted. I am sure
that no member would agree that that conl-
dition should be allowed to take place.

Hon. J. N ieholson: Does it take place?
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Oh yes.
Hon. Hl. Tuekey: It must be in a backyard

factory.

['The J'residenat csuied the rC(hair.]

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It (loes not
matter, for it should not be ipossible in any
type of factory. Last year I submitted a
statement of that kind and told the House
that the statement was official and vouched
for by the Chief Inspector of Factories. I
held thlat, in view of the value of that officerI
we should be prepared to accept his state-
ments in matters of that kind, rather than
denials by members of the House. Then
there is a provision for the overtime rate of
wvomen and boys, and it is provided that all
workers, irrespective of age or sex, but not
covered by anl awvard or an agreemient, shall
be allowed specified holidays. A similar pro-
vision that appeared in the Bill of last year
did look much like an attempt to over-ride
the Arbitration Court, but it was the only
point of the sort in the Bill, and the provi-

way affect Arbitration Court awards. There
is in that section a further amendment pro-
posed to empower the Governor to lay down
at convenient day for the holding of the
King's birthday. That of course is only a
minor matter, but it is considered by most
people that it would be embharrassing to have
a holiday onl the day onl which the birthday
actually falls. We are also providing a
ininnlumn wage for workers not covered by

anl award or anl agreemient. The difference
this time is that we are providing that it
shall be different rates of pay for ales and
femna~es wvhereas oil the last occasion we pro-
vided that the rate should lie the same for
both sexes. The registration of' small shops
is dealt with by a provision deleg-ating the
authority from the Mlinister to the Chief In-
spector of Factories. This is one of those
Acts, which give the Minister (quite a lot of
work to (10, some of which could be done
just as well by a subordinate officer.
It is proposed to transfer from the Minister
to the Chief Inspector power to grant local
suspensions where desired. This is a new
proposal and was not embodied in last year's
Bill. This sort of thing has been done auto-
mnatically on the recommendation of the
Chief Inspector.

Hon. L~. Craig: Will not the Minuister have
the power of veto, otherwise the last word
will lie left with the chief inspector?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is not
correct. We propose to give certain rights
to the chief inspector instead of insisting
that the Minister shall (10 these things.

Hon. IL. Craig: I agree, but there ought to
be some control beyond that of the chief
inspector.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 'Mani Acts
lay down that the Minister shall do this and
do that. A good deal of tune is involved in
carryinI g out those duties. The time has now
arrived when respionsible officers, who have
been adniinisterig these Act, for many
yearis, and whose reeonizndationA have
always been accepted by the Minister con-
cerned, should have more power delegated to
them.

Hon. L. Craig: There must lie the power
of veto.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: With remnrd
to shop holidays there is a new provision
concerning the King's birthday which is eom-
plemnentary to what I have already men-
tioned. There are several minor alterations
consequent upon amendments to previous
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sections. La~t year the Bill contained an
amendment to Section 155, which was a pro-
viso prohibiting the operations of the section
so far as prescribed holidays are concerned.
That is not in this years' Bill. My desire
to-night wu to get this measure on the
Notice Paper so that members might con-
sider it over the week-end. I understand
some members wish the debate to be ad-
journed until next Tuesday. I have no ob-
jection to that. I should bare liked to make
a more comprehensive speech in moving the
second reading, but I feel it is perhaps waste
of ltme for Ine to repeat myself. Other
memibers are sure to support the measure.
There is no doubt many will require in-
formation. I assulre them I have ample
evidence to support every clause in the men-
sure. All I ask is that it shall receive better
consideration than was meted out to last
,'ears Bill. We should at least have the op-
portunity to deal with the clauses in Com-
mitter. It is high time that certain provi-
sions of the Act were amended in the in-
terests both of employers and employees.
My earnest hope onl this occasion is that
mlembers will take some notice of what I
have said, and provide n opportunity to
deal with the Bill clause byv clause in Com-
mittee. The measure has been brought dowvn
at a time in the session when it will be pos-
sible for members to give proper considera-
tion to it. The Notice Paper is not over-
loaded. I feel sure that if members will
give that consideration to the Bill which they
have frequently given to others they will
Agree with mo~t of what I have said in con-
nection with it. I move-

That time RHll be now read a seond timie.

Onl motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter debate
adjourned.

Ho,'.e adjourned at 9.59 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pmm., and read prayers.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURE, WIRE
SUPPLIES.

Mr. WARNER asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Is he aware that there is a short-
age of wire supplies in this State and that
farmers and( pastoralists who desire wire for
protecting crop)s and conserving fodder, are
unable to have orders fulfilled? 2, If this
is so, call he explain the cause" of such
shortage? 3, Should the shortage continue
and orders not be supplied, will he consider
the advisableness of importing- wire?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, Yes, I understand there is a shortage of
fencing wire. 2, Probably the shortage of
raw material. 3, The Government wvould not
be in any better position to import supplies
than the merchants.

QUESTION-POLICE, SUPER-
ANNUATION.

Hon. P. D). FERGUSON asked the Pre-
mier: Is it the intention of the Government
to introduce legislation during this session
to make provision for a superannuation
fund for the members of the Police Force?

The PREMIER replied: A decision has
not yet Ibeen reached.

QUESTIONS (2)-RAILWAYS.
Midland Company's Freights and Fares.
Boa. P. D. FERGUSON asked the 'Minis-

ter for Railways Is it his intention to Is-


